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Online classes off er wide range of credits
Students are able to make up, get ahead on multiple courses using credit recovery programs during summer
Matthew Titus 
News Reporter 

Hunched over their 
computers, students lined up 
school schedules. For many, 
though, their schedule extends 
well into their summer break.

“We offer most of  your basic 
courses, so English, science, 
social studies,” said assistant 
principal Jody Johnson. “And 
then there’s courses students 
want to get out of  the way, such 
as career info and health.”

Throughout the years, 
summer school has had a poor 
reputation, being viewed as 

a punishment for slackers. 
Despite this, many argue that 
program is extremely important.

“The summer school 
program is absolutely useful,” 
said Johnson. “Especially for 
kids who want to get classes 
out of  the way, or came in 
from out of  state and had 
different diploma requirements, 
so they have take more classes 
to graduate. It gives students 
opportunity to pass they 
otherwise wouldn’t have.”

“Some people just saw 
summer school as a kind of  
punishment -- ‘oh, you gotta 
go to summer school?’ -- so 

that there was a negative 
connotation,” said English 
teacher Wallace Austin, who  
used to teach summer school. 
“But there’s no doubt about 
the good it’s doing. Statistics 
show that by offering the online 
classes over summer, we’ve had 
an explosion of  credits earned.”

Large amounts of  students 
are currently enrolled in 
educational programs in the 
summer. According to the 
Wallace Foundation, around 25 
percent of  American children 
attend the programs, which is 
around 18.5 million.

However, despite its 

potential benefi ts and wide 
usage, there is doubt on how 
useful after-school recovery 
courses actually are.

The Center for Public 
Education reports that  “because 
credit recovery is largely a local 
effort, there is little data available 
on the rigor or effectiveness of  
the programs. Skeptics wonder 
if  credit recovery programs are 
actually helping students learn.” 

The report further stresses 
that there are “no defi nitive 
numbers, no evaluation, no 
oversight.”

Criticisms and worries aside, 
many have strong confi dence 

that the program is ultimately 
useful.

“I wondered if  the software 
programs were as rigorous 
as face-to-face classes,” said 
Austin. “There were some 
concern that some students 
would think it’s ‘easier’ to do, 
and they wouldn’t try as hard 
as during the school year. But 
despite those criticisms, it’s 
always a good thing to give 
students the credits they need to 
graduate.”

He continued, “Some 
students benefi ted more than 
others, yeah. For most, though, 
it was a very, very good thing.”

SOPHOMORE GRACE MCBROOM signs up for summer classes in the FC library.
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