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Educational environments 
lacking life skills based classes
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Fundamental skills for 
college, careers, and life are 
essentials for having a life free of  
stress, debt, and unemployment, 
ranging from communication in 
relationships to paying the bills. 

The dispute about how this 
affects students is that these 
skills possibly are not being 
taught early enough or are 
not being taught in a learning 
environment kids and young 
adults are accustomed to.

What seems to be the 
common perspective for adults 
on this issue is that it is the 
parent’s job to teach their kids 
what they think is important, 
and that this responsibility 
doesn’t rest on the school 
corporation. 

“Obviously being around 
your peers and around your 
friends, you learn things. You 
have to learn things around your 
parents, and I think you learn 
from your teachers and your 
coaches, if  you play sports,” said 
Project Lead the Way teacher 
Casey LaDuke. “Through any 
adult that you’re around, or any 

person that you’re around, I 
think you can learn skills.”

In contrast, however, the 
vast majority of  students 
surveyed at FC claimed that 
schools are partially responsible 
for teaching these skills. Out 
of  the 200 surveys that were 
submitted, students responded 
with a resounding wish to learn 
more life skills in school. 

Most responses dealt with 
money management. Others 
wanted lessons on how to buy 
a house or apartment, apply 
for a job, or write a college 
application. 

A few wanted to focus on 
dealing with stress and being a 
good roommate. 

While some responses were 
on the more humorous side, 
asking teachers to “teach less 
about rocks and more about 
how to pay rent,” there were 
serious concerns from students 
who were nervous about not 
having the basics down for life 
after high school.

The current compromise for 
the division of  responsibility in 
teaching these skills is that less 
lies on the school, and more is 
on the parents. 

Junior Bruce Chaleunphonh 
said that students should learn 
independently and that seeking 
a good understanding of  
college, careers, and life should 
be the student’s own priority.

“I think that students need to 
learn life skills with their parents 
and at their school at fi rst, but 
after a while they just have to 
start knowing what to do, and 
knowing how to act on their 
own. They need to start being 
proactive,” said Chaleunphonh. 

Besides who should be doing 
the teaching in the fi rst place, 
there is also the question of  
what topics should be covered. 
Senior Chance Schickel said the 
most effective lessons would be 
courses that teach kids who are 
the fi rst in their family to go to 
college how to prepare for the 
fi nancial burden that’s right 
around the corner.

Freshman counselor Emily 
Sowder discussed what basic 
skills students should learn by the 
time they graduate high school, 
including communication, 
technology, fi nances, planning 
and organization.

“I think students are given 
the tools to be prepared to 


