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School gathers tomorrow night for seventh annual dance marathon benefiting Riley Hospital for Children in Indianapolis
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E
ach year it seems as 
if  it is the same thing, 
but in reality it is so 
different. Each year 
hundreds of  students 
come together as one 

to stand for those who cannot. 
And for each of  the past seven  
years, FC Dance Marathon has 
brought together the school like 
no other event. 

After raising $111,258.19 last 
year benefiting Riley Hospital 
for Children in Indianapolis, 
this year’s members of  dance 
marathon are taking a different 
approach and putting a stronger 
focus on school unity.

“It became too encompass-
ing. We were so focused on 
always besting ourselves every 
single year instead of  really 
focusing on what we’re really 
about which is the kids at Ri-
ley and bringing our school to-
gether for a greater cause,” said 
teacher sponsor Ashley Faith. 
“We’re the largest student ran 
organization at FC, and prob-
ably the largest event out there 
that students come to. So I think 
in that way it just is our goal to 
bring our school together.” 

And from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
tomorrow night, that is exactly 
what FCDM plans to do. 

“You’re really bringing kids 
from all walks of  life together, 
whereas when you’re dealing 
with sports, kids who come are 
generally those who have in-
terest in that. Kids who go to 
theatre, choir and band perfor-
mances, they are all interested 
in music. So the kids who show 
up to dance marathon are kids 
from everywhere,” said Faith.

While all teenage attendees 
are different, Faith added that 
they all have one thing in com-
mon, which is the stereotype so-
ciety holds against them. 

“Adults, especially when they 
are not teachers and are out-
side of  the community, can see 
that teenagers can really come 
together for good. Sometimes 
teenagers get a bad rap, but I 
think for at least that one night 
people look in at our school and 
are really amazed by what group 
of  hopefully 800 teenagers are 
able to do,” she said. 

Teacher sponsor Tiffany 
Stansbury, who was the initial 
teacher involved with FCDM, 
added that it helps provide an  
outlet for students to feel as if  
they are doing something good 
for someone else. 

“It’s a way for people to feel 
like they’re doing good and 
in that is the main focus of  it. 
Dance marathon unites peo-
ple because they’re all there for 
other people,” she said. “It’s not 
about their friends, status or 
what others thing. It is simply 
about them being there to do 
something for someone else.” 

Not only is dance marathon 
widely supported by the school, 
but also is strongly supported 
by the rest of  the community. 

“Since we started doing 
more community events peo-
ple have started coming in and 
actually learning about what 
we’re doing. We have become 
more recognized amongst the 
community,” said senior Lucas 
Willman. 

By getting rid of  the mon-

etary goal that was traditional-
ly established at the beginning 
of  each year, this year’s group 
set a goal of  getting 800 stu-
dent-dancers to attend dance 
marathon and all goes back to 
the idea of  unity. 

“I’d say it gives us one pur-
pose or one vision together to 
kind of  say that we’re going to 
all come together for this one 
goal and it not being a school 
goal but for actually someone 
else. Not a person, or thing or 
accomplishment, but an actual 
hospital that is doing something. 
We all want to be involved in it,” 
said teacher sponsor Matthew 
Townsend.

Not only does FCDM do 
good for others, but aims to 
teach leadership, compassion, 
and how to deal with the mass 
amounts of  stress that students 
involved with planning and 
fundraising deal with. 

“I think in the end, yes, they 
do take something away from it. 
Right now everything is piled up 
on them and they’re feeling the 
stress of  it being [tomorrow], 
so I think in that regard they all 
have a heightened level of  stress 
and anxiety right now. But when 
it is all set and done I feel like 
they all always look back on it 
fondly,” said Faith. 

This goes both ways, though, 
and teacher sponsors also learn 
from the experience. Teacher 
sponsor Rachel Sketo said that 
getting involved has changed 
the way she views dance mara-
thon.

“I definitely have learned 
how much work goes into it and 
how big of  a time commitment 
it is for the students involved. I 
didn’t really understand what it 
was last year at all,” she said. 

This year, Sketo said the 
teachers have tried to step back 
from the process and let the stu-
dents involved take over more, 
thus providing more opportuni-
ties for them to grow.

“I don’t think we could have 
the success that we have with-
out building them as leaders. It 
takes so much work and effort, 
and without that leadership you 
really don’t get the night-of  suc-
cess,” said Stansbury. 

Along with this, students in-
volved pick up skills and learn 
lessons of  their own. 

“The first thing that comes 
to my mind is to roll with the 
punches. When you’re running 
an organization of  this size, a 
lot of  things go wrong, so you 
have to figure out how to just 
go with what is happening,” said 
Willman.

Members feel as if  one of  
the main lessons learned is how 
to stay focused while coping 
with stress that comes along 
with planning such a big event. 

“For me personally, I have to 
remind myself  that what we’re 
working towards is not just a 
FCDM goal, but a goal that im-
pacts the children at Riley,” said 
senior Grace Reising. 

Tomorrow, after it is all said 
and done, they will look back 
and realize it was worth all of  it.

“Each year we want to leave 
behind the impact that we can 
do more together for something 
bigger than us,” said senior 
Peyton Pierce. “I think FC as 
a whole, we want to leave the 
impact that the student body is 
more connected than we think.” 

FCDM TEACHER SPONSORS TIFFANY STANSBURY AND MATTHEW TOWNSEND talk to last year’s crowd at dance 
marathon prior to revealing that they had raised $111,258.19 for Riley Hospital for Children in Indianapolis. 
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WHAT MAKES FCDM UNIQUE? 

To see live updates from FCDM tomorrow, follow @FCHSBagpiper on Twitter and go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com for coverage all weekend. 

senior
Reed
Plunkett

“People spend 
so much of 
their personal 
time to help 
people they 
don’t even 
know.

“

junior
Victoria
McMurray

“We are making 
a difference 
in the lives 
of the kids at 
Riley Hospital 
and I’m so 
thankful to be 
a part of it. 

“
sophomore
Gregory
Jekel

“We are an 
organization 
that has a 
main benefit 
for someone 
other than 
ourselves, and 
works toward 
a goal that we 
might not even 
see the full 
culmination of. 

“

senior
Madison
Woosley

“How much 
the students 
do -- dance 
marathon is 
a major deal. 
It takes a lot 
of amazing 
dedicated 
people to put 
it on.

“

WHAT TO KNOW 
FOR FCDM TOMORROW 

GOAL OF 800 DANCERS

 ACTIVITIES:

HOT AIR BALLOON RIDES

Bagpiper Photo Booth: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Time & Place: 1 p.m. - 9 p.m. @ FC

3on3 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT & DUNK CONTEST

''THE AMAZING RACE''

RAVE

GAME SHOW


