
Drinking age: hazardous or personal right
Columnists look into explanations regarding legal drinking age as well as to why or why not it should be lowered

Personal Right
Amber Bartley 

Lowering the legal drinking 
age from 21 to 18 would just 
overall be a horrible idea. It 
brings about many problems that 
we sadly may not even realize 
are problems until they come 
about. Some of  the problems 
include long-term addiction, bad 
decision making, as well as even 
brain damage.

According to the Leading 
Source for Pro & Cons of  
Controversial Issues, alcohol 
consumption can interfere with 
development of  the young adult 
brain’s frontal lobes, which are 
already not fully developed. On 
top of  all of  that, teenagers 
between 16-19 are more likely to 
get into a car accident than any other age. If  teens are more likely to get in wrecks 
without alcohol consumption, why would it be smart to lower the drinking age, and 
damage parts of  the undeveloped brain and also increase chances of  drinking and 
driving? 

In most European countries the legal drinking age is 18. Because of  that, the 
rate of  drinking is lower in the U.S. than in most European countries. Although that 
makes the rate of  drinking maybe less in the U.S. it does make the rate of  drugs 
invited into the person’s life greater from the ages 18-21 in European countries.

People tend to be more responsible at the age of  21 rather than at the age of  
18. Partially because the frontal lobe, the part of  our brain that is in charge of  the 
decision-making process, is not yet fully developed. If  the drinking age is lowered, it 
could cause permanent damage to the frontal. 

It is extremely important to stress that lowering the legal drinking age to 18 would 
give higher risks of  inviting drugs into the person’s life from the ages 18-21. Also, 
why in the world would it be okay to have 18 year olds walk into a store, buy a pack 
of  beer and allow their irresponsible, barely adult selves, to drink it on the way home 
to give an ever higher risk of  wrecking than before? Something I can say I will never 
understand.

 It is an unspoken rule that 
underage people do not talk 
too loudly or too much about 
their drinking stories. I’ve heard 
countless tales about drunken 
shenanigans from underage 
drinkers. If  a high schooler or 
college student wants to get his 
or her hands on alcohol, they 
will most likely be able to do 
so. Lowering the drinking age 
to 18 would lessen the thrill of  
breaking a law. 

One great thing about 
turning 18 in America is that a 
person goes from a teenager to 
an adult. Suddenly they can buy 
lottery tickets, vote, get tattoos 
and piercings, and so much 

more. As legal adults, 18 year olds should be able to drink. At that age, adults should 
be able to make their own decisions about how much they drink, what they drink, 
and the ability to choose to not drink and drive. 

According to Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), the Minimum Legal 
Drinking Age of  21 (MLDA 21), the states have voluntarily set the drinking age to 
21. However, the states have a choice of  setting the drinking age to 21 or federal 
highway construction funds would be limited by 10 percent.

If  an 18 year old consumes too much alcohol and is on the verge of  passing out, 
they might not get medical help due to fear that he or she will get in trouble for 
underage drinking. By lowering the drinking age, more young adults would be able 
to get the medical treatment they need without fearing legal trouble.

Drinking requires money to spend on alcohol. If  the drinking age is lowered and 
more people can buy alcohol, numerous restaurants and businesses would get more 
revenue from the added business. It would also ensure that younger people weigh the 
costs and benefi ts of  consuming and purchasing alcohol.

Overall, the best solution to the problems surrounding drinking, such as binge 
drinking and drunken driving, is better education. However, lowering the drinking 
age and providing better education can benefi t young drinkers. 
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To vote on which side you agree with, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com and participate in the poll.

Hazardous
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