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junior
Molly
Ottersbach

“I like seeing 
who wins the 
tournament. 
Also, if any of 
the underdogs 
are able to 
win the whole 
thing.

“
holeole 

senior
Jacob
Mussell

“I love the 
excitement of 
the game. It is 
really fun to 
get together 
with my friends 
and watch our 
favorite teams.

“

ourour 
ams.ams.

freshman
Isaac
Smith

“When my team 
is playing really 
good games, I 
get hyped up 
and I enjoy 
see what they 
are capable of 
doing.

“

e ofe of

What’s your 
favorite part 
about March 
Madness?
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sists per game. He is also 
shooting just over 50 percent 
from behind the arc. Jackson, 
possibly the best freshman in 
the nation, averages 16 points 
per game and seven rebounds 
per game. At 6’8, Jackson is also 
one of  the nation’s best and 
most versatile defenders. 

Bill Self, the head coach of  
the Jayhawks, is one of  the most 
successful coaches in recent his-
tory. Self  has coached the team 
to be one of  the highest scoring 
offenses in the nation, averaging 
83 points per game. 

The Jayhawks are also a very 
experienced team. Out of  the 
fi ve players who get the most 
playing time, four of  them are 
upperclassmen. This experience 
is invaluable when it comes to 
tournament time. With this 
team’s combination of  experi-
ence and talent, they will surely 
be a Final Four team.

The 28-3 defending champs 
Villanova Wildcats have the 
tools it takes to make a Final 
Four run. Led by senior guard 
Josh Hart and sophomore guard 
Jalen Brunson, the Wildcats 
have had extreme success. 

Hart, who was the team’s 
leader last year, improved upon 
his already impressive season. 
Hart averages 19 points per 

game and nearly two steals per 
game while shooting 40 percent 
from the three. Brunson, who 
has stepped up this year averag-
es 15 points per game and four 
assists per game

As a team, the Wildcats are 
extremely experienced. Head 
coach Jay Wright has done a 
great job keeping his title win-
ning roster from last 
year in tact. They are 
the only team who 
has numerous play-
ers who have done it 
before. The Wildcats 
will be prepared for 
all the pressure that 
comes with playing 
in the tournament.

The UCLA Bru-
ins boast a 28-3 re-
cord with one of  the 
most powerful offenses in the 
nation. This offense is led by 
freshman guard Lonzo Ball and 
freshman forward T.J. Leaf.  

Ball, one of  the most crafty 
guards in the game, averages 
15 points per game and a stag-
gering seven assists per game, 
which leads the nation. Leaf, 
who leads the team in scoring, 
is one of  the nation’s best big 
men. Leaf  averages 17 points 
per game and almost nine re-
bounds per game and will surely 

be a force in the tournament.
Steve Alford is due for a 

Final Four appearance. He has 
coached great UCLA teams 
with a ton of  talent. This year, 
Alford put together a team that 
balances freshman talent with 
experience. 

While players like Ball and 
Leaf  are very important to the 

success of  the team, senior 
leaders like Bryce Alford and 
Thomas Welsh will play a huge 
part in the Bruins potential Fi-
nal Four tournament run.

Leading the ACC, the 26-6 
North Carolina Tar Heels will 
excel in the tournament. North 
Carolina lost in the title game 
last year, and have the majority 
of  their players returning. Jun-
ior forward Justin Jackson and 
senior center Kennedy Meeks 
remember how heartbreaking 

their last second shot loss was 
to Villanova, and this will moti-
vate them. 

Jackson has had a great jun-
ior season, averaging 18 points 
per game and fi ve rebounds per 
game. Meeks has been one of  
the nation’s most effective sen-
ior big man, averaging 12 points 
per game and nine rebounds per 

game. 
North Carolina will 

have a fi re underneath 
them. In one of  the most 
thrilling championship 
games ever, the Tar Heels 
lost on a last second three 
pointer to Villanova. This 
shot will be played in every 
tournament hype video 
and will be all over CBS 
advertising the games. 

Every year, there is 
a team that proves everyone 
wrong. Traditionally, Butler has 
exceeded expectations. They 
will continue this tradition in 
this years tournament. Butler 
has proved they are a legit team 
with a number of  big wins. 

The most recent is beating 
Villanova by eight at the Wild-
cats home court. This is a nearly 
impossible task and it proves 
that the Bulldogs could defi nite-
ly be a Cinderella story in this 
year’s tournament. 

To participate in a March Madness tournament bracket and a chance to win a gas card, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com
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“They will continue this 
tradition in this years’ 
tournament. Butler has 
proved they are a legit team 
with a number of big wins.

“

wins.wins.


