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It is that time of  the year 
again. Sixty-eight college bas-
ketball teams will be playing for 
a national championship. How-
ever, before they can play in the 
title game, they have to make it 
to the Final Four.

With a record of  28-3, the 
Kansas Jayhawks are the most 
talented team in the country. 
The Jayhawks are led by sen-
ior guard Frank Mason III and 
freshman forward Josh Jackson. 

Mason, one of  the best point 
guards in the country, averages 
20 points per game and fi ve as-

Editor’s Note: All records and 
statistics are as of Wednesday, 
March 6. 
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In March every sports fan 
gathers around their TV screens 
watching their favorite teams, 
hoping that they will make it 
to the Final Four. In an upset 
fi lled, crazy month, the whole 
season is on the line. 

It feels like the Kansas Jay-
hawks are always an elite team. 
They are poised to make a deep 
run in the NCAA tournament. 
This year is no different, the Jay-
hawks will get to the Final Four 
for the third time in the last 10 
years. 

There are three main reasons 
why they will, senior Frank Ma-
son III, freshman Josh Jackson, 
and the team’s ability to knock 
down shots. Mason III is in the 
running for Player of  the Year, 
and for good reasons. Mason 
III averages 20 points and fi ve 
assists per game. With being the 
primary offensive weapon, the 
senior also is a great leader on 

and off  the court. 
Along with Mason the Jay-

hawks have another talented 
player in Jackson. Jackson is a 
future top fi ve pick and his draft 
stock keeps rising. Averaging 16 
points and seven rebounds a 
game, he is also a great defend-
er, averaging one block and al-
most two steals a game. 

These two players lead the 
team in multiple ways; the rest 
of  the team can knock down 
shots with the best teams in 
the country. Kansas ranks 15th 
overall in fi eld goal percentage 
and 10th in three point percent-
age. With Mason III and Jackson 
leading a team with shooters all 
around them, the Jayhawks will 
make it to Phoenix as one as the 
last four teams remaining. 

The UCLA Bruins have the 
most storied college basketball 
history in the nation. They have 
had NBA greats play for them 
such as Kareem Abdul Jabbar, 
Bill Walton and an MVP candi-
date this year, Russell Westbro-
ok. This year the Bruins have 
two possible NBA greats in 
Lonzo Ball and T.J. Leaf. 

Ball was highly recruited 
coming out of  the national-
ly-ranked Chino Hills High 
School in California, and he has 
lived up to every expectation 
that has come his way. Ball av-
erages 15 points along with a 
nation-leading eight assists per 
game. He is the spearhead lead-
ing the most dangerous offense 
in college basketball. 

Leaf  is another fantastic 
player. He averages 17 points 
and nine rebounds a game, con-
trolling the paint for one of  the 
best offenses of  all time. The 
Bruins have the highest fi eld 
goal percentage in the nation 
and are scoring more points 
than anybody. With Bryce Al-
ford shooting, and making, 
from everywhere on the court 

and Leaf  Lonzo Ball leading the 
team look for the Bruins to get 
their fi rst Final Four since 2008. 

“Defense wins champion-
ships” legendary football coach 
Bear Bryant once said this, and 
although it is not football, it is 
still the hypothetical motto for 
Rick Pitino’s Cardinals. This 
Louisville team is one of  the 
most stingy defenses in the 
country, allowing 64 points per 
game and only allowing teams 
to shoot 39 percent. With a de-
fense that can stop the best of  
offenses the Cardinals need just 
an above average offense to win 
most games.  

Donovan Mitchell is a future 
fi rst-round draft pick and he has 
been proving that label all year. 
Mitchell averages 16 points per 
game while shooting 40 percent 
from three. Even when he’s not 
scoring, his presence affects the 
offense in a way that gets oth-
er players open. With their shot 
blocking ability, defense and 
Mitchell’s ability to put the ball 
in the basket, the Cardinals will 
be a hard team to beat come 
tournament time. 

The Tar Heels skipping 
classes has paid off. They made 
it to the Final Four last year and 
they will probably make it again 
this year. This North Carolina 
team lost its two star players 
to the draft last year in Marcus 
Paige and Brice Johnson. They 
reloaded in talent and handed 
the reins to Justin Jackson. Jack-
son is a 6’8 wing that can do 
everything you need from your 
offensive leader. He’s averaging 
19 points and fi ve rebounds a 
game along with three assists.

With all eyes on Jackson this 
allows players like Joel Berry II 
and Kennedy Meeks to fl ourish. 
Berry is a tremendous shooter 
and point guard who has fi lled 
in for Marcus Paige better than 
expected, and Meeks is doing 

all of  the dirty work, averaging 
ten rebounds per game. This 
team is full of  players from last 
years Final Four team, they have 
the experience and the talent to 
make it to the Final Four

Southern Methodist Univer-
sity is a small school in Texas 
that not a lot of  people have 
heard of. They are known for 
a huge football scandal in the 
1980s SMU has never real-
ly been known as a basketball 
school. After this tournament, 
people’s views will change about 
them.  

SMU, under fi rst-year coach 
Tim Jankovich, has been a great 
team with little recognition. The 
Mustangs have quietly the most 
dominant defense in the coun-
try and one of  the best natural 
scores in the nation in Semi 
Ojeleye. SMU ranks third in the 
country in points allowing 58 
points per game, and ninth in 
the nation only allowing teams 
to shoot 38 percent from the 
fi eld. With the Mustangs lock 
down defense, SMU will make 
a deep run in this years NCAA 
tournament. 
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