
Vote held to alter role of Indiana superintendent
State chambers craft  series of bills to change means of selection of education director to governor-appointed spot
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On Feb. 14, the Indiana 
House Education Committee 
voted on a bill to decide whether 
the state superintendent should 
be changed to an appointed 
position.

Two bills, one authored in the 
House by Speaker Brian Bosma, 
and the other authored in the 
Senate by Senators James Buck, 
Eric Bassler and Greg Walker, 
have been discussed, amended 
and voted on by members of  
both chambers. 

“The state superintendent 
has been elected in Indiana 
since 1851, when we put a 
new constitution together. It 
has been discussed before but 
has never been changed until 
this very serious attempt now 
to change the bill,” said Dr. 
Vic Smith, a volunteer for the 
Indiana Coalition for Public 
Education.

This recent issue has many 
people defending both sides of  
the argument. Indiana legislators 
are working on a legislation 
that, if  passed, will make the 
Indiana superintendent position 
appointed by the governor 
rather than elected.

“The current superintendent 
would not be able to seek re-
election from the public; she 
would have to be reappointed,” 
said Indiana State Senator Ron 
Grooms.

Grooms voted in favor of  
the bill, SB179 while it was still 
in committee, but later voted 
against it in the Senate Chamber 
due to a change in the time 

frame. A date in the bill had 
been changed.

“I didn’t like the fact that we 
were basically cutting short the 
superintendent’s term in offi ce,” 
said Grooms.

Others have views that 
focus more on the quality of  
superintendent. 

“I think that people within 
education would say that it 
makes a lot more sense to 
them to have an appointed 
superintendent, just so that 
you’re making sure that you’re 
getting the qualifi cations and 
qualities in that individual 
that you want,” said assistant 
principal Jody Johnson.

Still, the idea of  the position 
being elected is backed heavily 
by the constitution and receives 
much support.

“I think the people should 
have the power to elect the 
offi ce of  state superintendent, 
as was originally thought in 
the Constitution of  1851,” said 
Smith.

This bill is working to keep 
political bias out of  the Indiana 
state superintendent position. 
The issue presents itself  when 
people have different ideas on 
how to make that happen.

“I see both sides. Inevitably 
anytime you have a state 
appointed position, that’s 
political. If  it’s elected, it’s 
political. Obviously, if  you 
appoint someone it’s going 
to be at the pleasure of  the 
governor,” said principal Rob 
Willman.

The Indiana Chamber of  
Commerce is a supporter of  
the position being an appointed 

one.
“It is in an Indiana Chamber 

of  Commerce public position 
to have the superintendent be 
an appointed position by the 
governor for over 30 years. It’s 
something that we’ve always 
believed in and advocated and 
have supported bills when things 
come up in the general assembly 
for quite some time,” said Vice 
President of  Education and 
Workforce Development and 
Federal Affairs for the state 
chamber Caryl Auslander.

Another point being 
made in favor of  the bill is 
how other states have made 
the superintendent position 
appointed.

“Other states have that as an 
appointed position. I know the 
whole goal is to keep politics out 
of  education,” said Willman.

Though even with the 
common goal of  prevention of  
politics and following the trends 
of  other states, the tradition of  
the United States voting process 
still takes high rank.

“It’s often hard for citizens 
to turn down democracy,” said 
Willman.

So far, a similar bill, HB1005, 
has passed through the House 
Committee on Education, and 
then passed a vote on the fl oor 
of  the House Chamber Feb. 20. 
The Senate bill passed out of  
the Committee on Rules and 
Procedures, but failed on the 
Senate fl oor. 

“We have the one house 
saying ‘yes’ to this issue to allow 
the governor to appoint and the 
other house, the Senate, saying 
‘no’,” said Smith.
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE ROBERT BEHNING R-INDIANAPOLIS, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE, addresses the House Education 
Committ ee on Feb. 14. 
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To read a Q&A with president of the New Albany-Floyd County  Education Association Joy Lohmeyer, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.


