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A playful rabbit happily 
romps around in the back of  
the classroom, while in another 
classroom, a laid-black bearded 
dragon suns herself  in her 
enclosure. In another, an alien-
like transparent salamander 
quietly fl oats in the water. 

These pets in the classroom 
are noticeable in a few of  the 
classrooms throughout FC, and 
the effects of  the pets have on 
students are often positive.

Sheila, a golden albino 
axolotl, named by junior Lindsey 
Scoggins and her friends.

The students come in to see 
her every day to watch her swim 
around in her tank in science 
teacher Randy Hein’s classroom. 

“I think it increases their 
interest, especially with axolotls, 
because they use them in 
research for the study of  
regeneration and the effect of  
drugs on embryo development 
because they have a clear egg,” 
said Hein. 

Angel, a toy poodle that 
senior Cheri Receveur has had 
since she was fi ve years old., 

occasionally tags along at school 
with Receveur.

“I brought her in because I 
had my senior speech. It was 
about animals, and it was over 
what your pet says about you,” 
said Receveur. “I was going 
to get her trained to be an 
emotional dog, because I have 
anxiety. I would be able to bring 
her into school, but I have not 
gotten her trained yet.”

Receveur remarked at how 
positively her class reacted.

“Everybody kept coming 
up to me wanting to pet her, I 
thought that was nice because 
every time anybody saw her, 
they smiled. I think school is 
hard enough, so whenever you 
see something you don’t expect 
a dog, you get so happy and 
excited,” said Receveur. 

 Elvis the Holland lop rabbit 
lives in special education teacher 
DeAnn Thrasher’s classroom. 
He used to belong to a breeder, 
so his name is tattooed in his 
ear. Holland lops have a gentle 
nature, and are docile around 
children. 

“The kids love him. They 
get him out and they let him 
run around. It’s teaching them 

how to feed animals, clean 
their bedding, and how to be 
responsible and how to be a pet 
owner,” said Thrasher. 

Elvis was rescued from being 
slaughtered for food, as he 
was not show quality. 

“Elvis was going to be 
sold, but he got left in the 
truck by accident. When 
they brought him home and 
asked me if  I still wanted 
a pet, one of  our students 
loves Elvis Presley, and 
when they told me his name 
was Elvis, I just knew he was 
meant for our classroom. It 
was like it was meant to be,” 
said Thrasher.

Another pet is Nellie, a 
large female bearded dragon in 
science teacher Rod Goforth’s 
classroom. This is his twelfth 
year of  having pets.

“She is pretty laid back. She 
likes to eat, she likes to sleep, 
she likes to bask in the light, she 
likes to be held - and when she’s 
held, she likes to be vertical,” 
said Goforth. “I think students 
enjoy watching the bearded 
dragon eat, watching her out of  
the terrarium on the table, and 
holding her. I think they enjoy 

interacting with her.”
Students in his class are 

allowed to hold and look at some 
of  the many pets in Goforth’s 
classroom, usually after class 

when the lesson is done. 
“Most of  them like the pets. 

They have favorites depending 
on if  they like reptiles or not. 
Some only like the guinea 
pig, and some like the reptiles 
more,” he said. 

Nellie was a rescue, and with 
a group of  about 10 bearded 
dragons in need of  help.  

“I adopted one of  them, 
so I was able to buy her fairly 
inexpensively to help rescue to 
group,” said Goforth. 

Another pet, Kaytee, is a 
guinea pig in Goforth’s room.

“She likes being sort of  
sheltered and hidden in the 
dark,” said Goforth with a 

smile. “We call her 
Kaytee Perry.”

A new addition 
to the Goforth 
menagerie sits in 
the back of  the 
classroom.

“The snake is a 
relatively new one, 
he doesn’t have a 
name yet, and is 
less than a year 
old. I normally 
have a snake in my 
classroom, and I 

think it’s a good experience for 
people that haven’t been close 
to snakes before,” said Goforth. 

Overall, pets have a generally 
positive effect on the students, 
and add to the classroom 
environment by de-stressing 
and educating students. 

“You can’t go wrong with 
pets,” said Receveur. “They’re 
just so innocent, they don’t have 
a bad bone in their body, so how 
can you not smile at something 
that cute.”
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Classroom pets aff ect daily student lives 

To see more of the pets at FC and to vote on a name for Mr. Goforth’s ball python, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com 

322 Vincennes Street
New Albany, IN

47150

“They’re just so innocent, they 
don’t have a bad bone in 
their body, so how can you 
not smile at something so 
cute.

“
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  Cheri Receveur
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