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Eliza Doolittle slowly makes 
her way to her seat at the horse 
race, allowing her elegant white 
and black dress to trail behind 
her as she balances her fl owered 
hat on her head. Although she 
looks the part, her speech is 
a little unusual for the 
upper class people sitting 
around her. She spits out 
words she has practiced 
a million times with Mr. 
Higgins, but Eliza does 
not realize that her new 
image will completely 
transform her life.  

The FC Theatre 
Department’s production 
of  My Fair Lady opens 
tonight. The main 
character in the musical is 
a young girl with a thick 
cockney accent named 
Eliza Doolittle, played by senior 
Sarah Denison, who does not 
fully understand the importance 
of  speech within society.

“Eliza is a young fl ower 
seller, which basically means 
that she is on the lowest rung of  
social class, and she gets taken 
on as a student as a part of  a bet 
for a language professor and she 
gets turned into a proper high 
class woman,” said Denison. 

Henry Higgins, played by 
junior Jordan Burger, is that 
phonetics professor and his bet 
with Colonel Pickering, played 
by sophomore Noah Hankins, 
changes Eliza’s way of  life. 
Burger  said that My Fair Lady 
has unique characteristics that 
many other shows do not.   

“All of  the actors are 

speaking in some form of  a 
British accent, some cockney 
and some proper. Besides that, 
the role of  Henry Higgins is 
traditionally performed so that 
his musical numbers are part 
sung, part spoken, which is very 
different from most theatre,” 
said Burger. 

As the story continues, a 
young man named Freddy 
Eynsford-Hill, played by 

senior Gage Griffi n, becomes 
infatuated with Doolittle. 

“My character is actually the 
character who falls in love with 
her and he’s just completely 
smitten with Eliza for all of  her 
little quirks and everything. He 
becomes almost obsessed, not 
in a creepy way, but in a sweet 
sort of  way. Though he is upper 
class and sophisticated, he’s 
still kind of  quirky and weird 
just like Eliza. He’s just kind 
of  odd and out of  this world 
and he’s very different, but still 
sophisticated,” said Griffi n. 

Higgins becomes so caught 
up with Eliza mostly due to the 
fact that social classes separate 
the two purely because of  their 
different ways of  speaking. 

“Language is the sole factor 

keeping people like Eliza 
Doolittle from becoming upper 
class. Throughout the show you 
see her start out as a fl ower girl, 
barely surviving, and then be 
mistaken for a princess, merely 
by teaching her how to speak 
properly. This is still relevant 
in modern times. If  you took 
a homeless person off  the 
street, dressed them up nicely, 
and taught them how to speak 

professionally, they 
could have a good 
chance of  getting a 
nice job and a nice 
life,” said Burger. 

Denison agreed 
that language is an 
important aspect in 
the play, which she 
enjoys. 

“It puts a lot 
of  emphasis on 
language. It’s very 
wordy, but I like 
that because I like 
Shakespeare and I 

like poetry. It’s nice to be able 
to put on something that is so 
word based,” said Denison.

Language is also something 
that diverges from productions 
that the theatre department 
has put on this year. Theatre 
director Robbie Steiner said he 
chose the musical because it was 
a classic that he thought would 
work well with the actors that 
are in the program this year. 

“We wanted to shake things 
up a little bit, and we haven’t 
done an old fashioned classic 
musical in a very long time. So 
I wanted to expose our students 
to that style of  show. I thought 
that it would be a good fi t for 
the students we have now,” said 
Steiner.

Burger said that doing an 
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