
Sitting at a desk in an 
overcrowded room with 
numerous legs bouncing up 
and down is all that I have 
come to know when it comes to 
schooling. 

Throughout my 12 almost 13 
years of  schooling I have been 
placed in a room and told to 
take a test. That this test is for 
my well being. It tells me how 
smart I am and if  I have actually 
learned enough of  the material 
to go to the next grade. 

The problem with testing is 
that it is becoming more and 
more frequent, and the more I 

take the more class time I miss, 
and the more class time I miss 
the less I learn. If  I am being 
completely honest here I do not 
just hate taking tests because I 
am not very good at it.

I hate it because this is not 
how I learn.

If  high school has taught 
me anything in these past four 
years, it is that sitting down and 
taking a test can by no means 
tell me if  I’m smart or if  I have 
actually learned and grasped a 
concept.

Personally, the way that I 
learn is not by having a bunch 
of  knowledge crammed in my 
head just so that I can pass a 
test, but rather sitting down and 
having class-based discussions 
about the material and what we 

have learned. The part of  the 
class where we get the chance 
to ask questions and speak 
with our teachers is the most 
important part.

In 2011, the National 
Research Council said, “Despite 
using them for several decades, 
policymakers and educators do 
not yet know how to use test-
based incentives to consistently 
generate positive effects on 
achievement and to improve 
education.” 

So why are we taking these 
numerous tests if  there has 
been no factual evidence stating 
that standardized testing helps 
improve students learning? 

The answer is simply that 
these standardized tests generate 
money for big companies. In 

2003, the Texas Education 
Agency had reported spending 
more than nine million dollars 
on testing alone and Texas 
taxpayers are now projected to 
pay around 88 million in taxes. 

Considering that this money 
comes from the state’s education 
budget, you would think that 
adding in the ISTEP+ test that 
all sophomores have to take and 
pass in order to graduate would 
be out of  the question. 

 In recent years the United 
States has fallen in the ranks 
education wise. America is now 
31st  place in the world in math, 
according to the Programme 
for International Student 
Assessment. 

The problem of  our 
education system will not be 

solved by pushing test and the 
“kill and drill” method that 
teachers are now being told 
to use. It takes away from my 
learning and I would preferably 
not have a teacher that goes by 
the motto “teaching to the test.”

Rather than sitting us down 
in a room with a test packet and 
a number two pencil, I think that 
we should focus more on how 
we could teach these concepts 
earlier on in the educational 
process.

Many people forget that we 
are not just test subjects and 
that some of  us actually want 
to learn rather than memorizing 
something just for the test than 
forgetting it after.

Overall, testing takes away 
from our education. 

You’re the 
Worst 
Emma Anderson

Average Number of Hours Spent 
Standardized Testing Per Grade

1st-4th

Pre-K

5th-8th

9th-12th

13.3 Hours

65 Hours

94.1 Hours

84.9 Hours

Average Number of Standardized
 Tests Per Grade Given Per Grade

1st-4th

Pre-K

5th-8th

9th-12th

10.3 Tests

29.6 Tests

36.3 Tests

36.4 Tests
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Testing affects students’ overall learning
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