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The purpose of the Bagpiper 
is to truthfully report the 
news to our readers and 
to engage the audience in 
a variety  of platforms. We 
strive to be the main outlet 
in providing the meaning and 
signifi cance behind all news. 
Above all, we aim to uphold 
the ethical standards we 
see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .

Staff  Editorial

New Voices Bill vital to democracy
At FC, The Bagpiper 

staff  has always been 
blessed to work with an 
administration and a school 
corporation that supports 
our program. 

Throughout the years, we 
have never been daunted to 
report or publish a piece on 
a topic that may be seen as 
controversial for a student 
publication. 

Unfortunately, not all  
publications have this 
freedom, and as soon as 
they walk through the 
school doors their First 
Amendment rights are 
stripped as administrators 
have the ability to censor 
their publication. Now 
more than ever, this must be 
changed and it is very well 
on its way to a resolution 
with proposed House Bill 
1130, also known as the 
New Voices Bill.  

First Amendment rights 

are currently being exercised 
at their full potential with 
protests across the country 
denouncing President 
Donald Trump’s actions 
as commander-in-chief. 
These rights are the same 
ones that are guaranteed to 
every American, including 
students. 

In a time during a national 
divide with a President 
who repeatedly attacks 
the media, the passing 
of  HB1130 is crucial to 
continue democracy and 
liberty as it is meant to be 
in Indiana. 

Scholastic journalism is 
not just about publishing 
a product, but focusing on 
learning as well. Censoring 
students prevents them 
from learning to their full 
abilities. We learn and grow 
stronger as journalists by 
writing or covering issues 
that make us think. 

Our product is a 
direct refl ection of  our 
effectiveness as a program, 
and as a school as a whole. 
Student publications are the 
offi cial news sources from 
schools, and they report 
right from inside the walls 
of  the school. 

Twelve states already have 
these rights that protect 
students from undemocratic 
censorship, and 19 other 
states currently have 
legislation in the making, so 
why not make Indiana the 
thirteenth state with these 
protections. 

In order to expand 
our knowledge and grow 
the future generation of  
journalists we must work 
together to pass HB1130. 
Therefore, we encourage 
you, our readers and our 
community, to help with 
this. 

Our state representative, 

Ed Clere, authored HB1130 
and continues to push for 
our rights as students.

Everyone can help -- 
simply raising attention to 
the New Voices Bill can 
help to make a change. 

For 37 years, The 
Bagpiper has served as 
FC’s offi cial news source, 
and we pledge to maintain 
the mission statement that 
our program was built 
upon. That being said, we 
also pledge to continue to 
uphold these exact ethics 
and values if  HB1130 is 
passed.

We are fortunate to have 
a supportive school corpo-
ration and administration, 
but we do not speak for all 
of  Indiana. Every student 
deserves the equal right and 
opportunity to learn, and 
that is exactly what the New 
Voices Bill will bring to the 
Hoosier state. 

LaVonne Happel/The Bagpiper


