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With graduation approach-
ing, seniors nationwide are rush-
ing to complete their FAFSA 
and  scholarship applications. 

We are either trying to decide 
where we plan to continue our 
education, or beginning to 
realize the enormous price tag 
of  college. We all want the best 
education we can get, but it is 
hard to get that education with 
the heavy burden of  debt left on 
students. 

Throughout the last few 
decades more young Americans 
have decided to pursue a higher 
education than high school. It 
is a prominent underlying issue, 
though, when they aren’t able 
to escape the bottomless pit of  
student loan debt. 

Democrats have promised 

to make higher education more 
affordable by offering more 
and more generous loans, while 
conservatives and libertarians 
argue that the more federal aid 
increases, the more it motivates 
colleges to just raise the price. 

Once upon a time, people 
could save enough money to 
afford college. Now, it is almost 
impossible. 

According to a study by the 
New York Federal Reserve,  it  
was found that tuition prices in-
crease about 65 percent when-
ever institutions are exposed to 
changes in the subsidized feder-
al loan program. 

Since government aid 
programs, such as Pell Grants, 
make it easier for students to 
pay for tuition no matter how 
high the price rises, colleges 
respond by charging more. 
These colleges have nothing to 
worry about, though, and they 

are paid up front, regardless of  
how hard it is for the students to 
repay the government (a.k.a. the 
U.S. taxpayer).  

This has also created a 
surplus of  people with college 
degrees resulting in there being 
so many college-educated 
workers that they are beginning 
to work in careers that do not 
require a college education just 
to fi nd work. 

The poor working class then 
faces diffi culty fi nding jobs in 
a fi eld that used to be open to 
them.

MarketWatch.com estimates 
that America’s total student loan 
debt grows over $2,000 every 
second.

Over the past three decades 
if  car prices had increased as 
fast as tuition, the average new 
car would cost about $80,000. 

This process is selling us 
short and we must stop this 

somehow. 
They are putting us through 

public schools and loading us 
up with debt. College could 
be cheap, but instead, the 
government subsidizes it and 
guarantees the loans. 

Guess who gets the short 
end of  the stick here? Us. 

The colleges and the board 
get all the money and stick 
us with a bill. Most of  us will 
graduate college with worthless 
degrees and a pocket full of  
student debt and unable to get 
a job and if  we do, we’re stuck 
paying massive taxes. 

We’re not only paying social 
security taxes for the generation 
that voted for this scheme 
before any of  us were even 
born, but on top of  that we are 
paying income taxes. And then 
if  we even have any money 
left, we’re stuck paying off  our 
student loans. 

Reducing the cost of  tuition 
is something that we are going 
to have to do. It has become a 
vicious cycle that we need to 
stop. 

Students are telling politicians 
that they do not  want to pay so 
much for college, and politicians 
reply by throwing more money 
at them, and then colleges 
simply respond by increasing 
their costs. 

People will say that gradually 
cutting back fi nancial aid is 
unsympathetic and insensitive, 
but doing so would be one of  
the most caring things we can do 
in the long run. Doing nothing 
would simply just continue to 
drive up tuition rates and putting 
more Americans in debt. 

Going to college is very 
important to many, but this 
cycle is driving up costs, creating 
debt, and, in some cases, ruining 
lives.
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