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1969
Tinker v. 
Des Moines, 
students 
wore arm 
bands in 
protest of 
war 

1970
Antonelli v. 
Hammond, 
college president 
was sued for 
restraining print 
rights 

1973
Papish v. 
University  
of Missouri 
Curators, Editor 
of the Free Press 
printed obscene
material  

 1982
Rendell-Baker v. 
Kohn,
court ruled that 
state action was 
not present at 
private institutions 

1988
Hazelwood 
School District v. 
Kuhlmeier, ruling 
gave schools right 
to censor school 
publications 

1989
Alabama Student 
Party  v. Student 
Government, 
newspaper not 
given full First 
Amendment 
protection   

1995
Rosenberger v. Rector 
and Visitors of the 
University  of Virginia, 
court ruled that 
Christian newspaper 
funded by student 
fund had to be printed 

2001
Kincaid v. 
Gibson, court 
supported 
college 
media First 
Amendment 
rights  

2004
Pitt  News v. 
Pappert, off  
campus newspaper 
advertised alcoholic 
beverages against 
law allowance  
 

2005
Hosty  v. Carter, 
administration 
ordered 
newspaper to 
wait for review 
before printing  

2016
North Dakota 
approves anti-
Hazelwood student 
press freedom bill, 
student newspapers 
in state can not be 
censored by school

2017 
Indiana hearing for 
New Voices legislation 
in the legislature in 
Indianapolis; experts 
will testify  in regards 
to proposed legislation 

Timeline of student publications’ right of defense from school district censorship 
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journalists is not due to the 
quality of  the work, but keeping 
up the reputation of  the school. 

“Censorship is not about 
the quality of  the journalism , 
but about projecting a positive 
image of  the school and 
avoiding controversy,” said 
Hadley.

Clere said there are benefi ts 
of  giving student journalists the 
same rights as others. 

“It will allow student 
journalists to enjoy the 
same level of  freedom and 
responsibility that other 
journalists have, leading to both 
better journalism and better 
learning,” said Clere. 

While the law will protect 
student journalists’ rights, it will 
not protect writing that goes 
against ethical standards for 
journalists.

“A school could only 
stop publication in the case 
of  content that is libelous, 
unlawful or construed to incite 
students to break the law, violate 
school policy or create major 
disruptions,” said Clere. 

Co-Editor-in-Chief  of  
The Horizon and  President of  
the Indiana Collegiate Press 
Association Joseph Kauffman 
said the staff  does not face 

issues with censoring schools, 
but he is aware of  the current 
problem. 

“I don’t have any of  the 
same concerns as somebody 
might from an organization that 
has had to be more combative 
with their administration, but 
I also know that is a thing that 
happens those universities 
and those high schools,” said 
Kauffman.

Clere said journalists play 
an important role, and their 
freedom is important for both 
speech and learning. 

 “The role of  journalists is 
more important now than ever, 
and it is essential that student 
journalists have the freedom 
to learn without artifi cial or 
arbitrarily imposed constraints. 
Such restrictions not only limit 
speech; they limit learning.”


