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“All media should have 
protection to be able to do 
what they do. We shouldn’t be 
afraid to report the truth.  

“

Jose Aponte 
Horizon Photo 
Editor  

Indiana High School Press 
Association director Diana 
Hadley said this is a good time 
to introduce legislation because 
the sponsors are excited to be 
able to pass the bill. 

“The time is good because 
we have two enthusiastic 
sponsors, Rep. Ed Clere R-New 
Albany and Ed DeLaney 
D-Indianapolis, and a strong 
grassroots group of  students, 
advisers and media professionals 
who are willing to put in the 
time and effort to pass a bill,” 
said Hadley.  

Though the time is good 
for the new bill, sponsors still 
try to get school corporations 
interested in the cause.

“We have tried to engage 
each of  their state associations, 
and in December a group of  
student journalists, teachers and 
advisers met at the Statehouse 
with representatives of  the 
principals and school boards,” 
said Clere.

Administrative censorship 
has become more diffi cult for 
schools in recent years due 
to increases in technology. 
LoMonte said journalism 
plays an important role in 
teaching students about their 
government.

“First, social media and 
smartphones have made it 
impossible to keep secrets 

anymore. Censorship just fl at-
out doesn’t work. It’s impossible 
to keep an unfavorable news 
story from getting out, so even 
people in school authority are 
coming to realize the futility of  
censorship. 

“Second, everyone agrees 
that there is an 
urgent need for more 
effective teaching of  
civic skills, including 
media literacy skills, 
during the school 
day. Journalism is the 
most effective tool 
for teaching students 
how government 
works in their lives. 
Censorship removes 
the discussion of  
important social and 
political issues,” said 
LoMonte.

Collegiate jour-
nalists like those at the Indiana 
University Southeast publica-
tion The Horizon cover some of  
the same topics as profession-
al journalists do, which is why 
staff  members say they need 
protections offered by the New 
Voices Bill.

“All media should have 
protection to be able to do what 
they do. Students, college, or 
otherwise should fall under that. 
We shouldn’t be afraid to report 
the truth,” said Horizon photo 

editor Jose Aponte. 
Executive director of  

the Indiana Collegiate Press 
Association and Horizon adviser 
Adam Maksl said students 
will turn to other forms of  
publication to express what 
they would not be able to due to 

censorship. 
“If  the principal says ‘You 

can not publish this in the 
newspaper,’ there are much 
easier forms for the student to 
access. The difference is they 
are going to go online to social 
media. They will still express 
it, but not in a way that has the 
guidance of  the classroom. It’s 
kind of  counter intuitive. It’s 
not going to stop the speech; the 
speech is still going to happen,” 
said Maksl. 

Collegiate journalists write 
to their specifi c students, unlike 
newspapers that write to a 
geographic area. 

“We’re kind of  a unique 
audience. You don’t get very 
many reporters from The 
Courier-Journal, the News and 

Tribune, and all of  
the other papers 
because they’re busy 
covering the rest of  
the world. We have 
our own little world 
that we should 
cover with just as 
much vigor as they 
do outside,”said 
Aponte. 

According Lo-
Monte, censorship 
makes students 
afraid of  pursuing 
stories they might 
do if  they did not 

have censorship, which dimin-
ishes education.

“It causes students to self-
censor in anticipation of  
being shot down by people in 
authority, which undermines 
the educational value of  the 
newsroom experience,” said 
LoMonte.

Hadley explained that if  
the bill passes they will want 
to educate schools and student 
about the language. 

“This isn’t completely ‘hands 

off ’ since the bill states that 
it doesn’t not protect speech 
that is libelous or slanderous, 
violates federal or state law; or 
incites students to create a clear 
and present danger.”

Maksl said he is concerned 
that students will not pursue 
stories because they are worried 
about being penalized. 

“What I think my biggest 
worry is censorship will lead 
to self  censorship beyond high 
school and beyond college and 
that today’s students will be 
more hesitant to express their 
true beliefs their true thoughts 
for fear of  punishment that 
they may not be allowed to say 
something,” said Maksl.

Even when staffs and their 
advisers win a censorship 
settlement, there are losses to 
the program. 

“Valuable time is lost fi ghting 
the case, and the adviser may 
leave the position,” said Hadley. 

According to Clere, giving 
students more freedom takes 
away control from administra-
tors. 

“Administrators are threat-
ened by the bill, but many are 
not, however, and we are count-
ing on administrators from all 
around Indiana who support 
student press freedom,” said 
Clere. 

Hadley said censoring 


