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Yearbook students work 
on their modules as 

adviser Leigh Prifogle examines 
their progress. Proposed 
legislation in Indiana would 
protect all high school and 
college journalists like Prifogle’s 
from administrative censorship.

The New Voices Bill, 
co-sponsored by local state 
representative Ed Clere, 
has been passed in Illinois, 
California, Maryland, Oregon, 
and North Dakota, among 
other states.

Prifogle said administrative 
censorship in New Albany-
Floyd County Schools has never 
been an issue.

“In the past the journalism 
program has not had any issues 
with prior review from our ad-
ministration. Depending on ad-
ministration that could change 
(in the future).”

The legislation stems 
from the 1988 Hazelwood v. 
Kuhlmeier case, which limited 
the rights of  student journalists. 

Indiana tried to pass such a bill 
in the early 1990s, and it passed 
the House 84-16 but stalled in 
the Senate.  

According to Executive 
Director of  the Student Press 
Law Center Frank LoMonte, 
the North Dakota legislation 
sparked the spread of  the 
movement for similar bills 
across the country.

“Almost as soon as the U.S. 
Supreme Court took away 
student journalists’ rights in 
the 1988 Hazelwood ruling, 
advocates started working to 
restore those rights at the state 
level,” he said. 

LoMonte added,“Laws giv-
ing students the ability to make 
editorial judgments in journal-
istic publications have been 
around for well over 20 years. 
But there hadn’t been much 
progress lately until the North 
Dakota legislature unanimous-
ly passed the New Voices of  
North Dakota Act in 2015. That 
bill was so overwhelmingly pop-
ular that it launched a nation-
wide movement to pass similar 
laws everywhere, and ‘New 
Voices’ became the symbol for 
those laws.” 
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New Voices Bill defends student publications
Recent state legislation introduces potential law made to protect rights of high school and college newspapers
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