
Change in Indiana standard aff ects ISTEP
New Elementary, Secondary Education Act replaces No Child Left  Behind Act causing statewide test diff erences
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Sophomores fi le into a 
classroom preparing to take 
their graduation qualifying 
exam, Indiana Statewide Testing 
for Educational Progress 
(ISTEP+). They take a seat and 
hack away at standard questions.

“The English and math 
teachers got together and 
looked at the results of  the test 
and looked at where we’ve been 
making errors,” said principal 
Rob Willman. 

He explained that the 
administration took a look at a 
portion of  tests. They looked at 
possible errors that were being 
made.

“Maybe we cover a particular 
standard, but we didn’t give it 
the priority that it needed,” said 
Willman.

Teachers have been 
brainstorming ideas to prepare 
students for standardized test 
questions.

“The corporation has a 
pacing guide that is corporation 
wide, and we as a group, people 
on a committee, have looked at 
the blueprint that the state puts 
out for the ISTEP tests,” said 
English teacher Karen Estus.

The idea of  evaluating 
previous test scores, responses, 
and standards is to help 
improve the understanding 
of  standardized test questions 
among students. 

“Whenever you change your 
standards, your assessment has 
to measure your standards.,” 
said Director of  Assessment 
and Student Information Sally 
Jensen.

As of  July 23, 2015, the 
United States Department of  
Education granted Indiana 
a three-year extension of  its 
waiver, similar to the No Child 
Left Behind Act, known as the 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). 

States are determining right 
now what fl exibilities they have 
based on this new reauthorized 
version,” said Jensen.

This new set of  standards is 
causing many changes to ISTEP.

“I am not a fan of  anyone 

or anything taking instruction 
time away from my classes, but 
it’s the state’s way of  holding 
schools accountable,” said 
geometry teacher Rusty Cecil.

Many teachers struggle 
with managing schedules 
surrounding ISTEP.

“I just think we test too much 
and we spend way too much 
time in the kids academic career 
taking standardized tests,” said 
history teacher Alan Hess.

Without that common 
distress, the main issue found 
with this testing is the standards.

Chemistry teacher Michelle 
Harbison explained that it is 
impossible to measure children 
based off  of  a set of  standards. 

“We’re making large 

assumptions about all the 
students in the state of  Indiana 
having equality in their own 
lives, equality in their schools, 
equal experiences, so I think 
on a philosophical level, I 
understand why people would 
want to do that but when it 
really comes to [being] practical, 
it’s a little diffi cult,” she said.

Many struggle with the idea 
of  standardized tests causing 
ISTEP to go through many 
stages of  change.

“You hear confl icting results 
that they’re going to go away 
from it, then they’ll come back,” 
said Hess. “I think it’s a great 
idea to look for alternate ways 
to assess kids, but I don’t know 
what the answer is.” 
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