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To learn more about the foster children at the Guntermans’ house, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com 

“And really, this is just a 
normal household. But 
they’ve never had normal.

“
mal.mal

           Gavin Smith
          foster parent

would never do drugs or get 
myself  involved in those things. 
Since it happened, I decided to 
go out in my community and 
I’ve started volunteering and 
helping other people that have 
been in similar situations,” said 
Floyd. 

Though not within foster 
care, Floyd witnessed events 
most foster kids experience. 
Foster children come from a 
wide range of  homes, some 
from abusive, both physically 
and in drug use, and others 
from neglect or failure to meet 
a child’s needs. 

“If  your child is in foster 
care, it’s because you weren’t 
doing your job as a parent,” said 
Jess. 

Another family in Corydon 
has adopted six foster children 
of  their own, a portion of  
them escaping experiences 
as listed above, and all of  
whom are special needs. 
Foster parents Diana and 
Paul Gunterman explain 
that after their own 
children had grown and 
moved away, fostering or 
adopting was one of  the 
fi rst thoughts to mind. 

“At fi rst, my husband 
seeped into [the adoption 
program] and said we 
should give it a try, maybe 
we could get another child 
that way,” said Mrs. Gunterman. 

To begin their new life, 
the Guntermans fi rst adopted 
James, traveling  across the 
country to pick him up. Now 
settled and happy within 
Indiana, James, 14, happily 
smiled and discussed all of  his 
favorite cartoons on Cartoon 
Network.

“He’s our little house bud. 
He has really come a long way,” 
said Mrs. Gunterman. 

Bella, the only female foster 
child in the house, had been 
sitting in a tiny baby carrier, 
staring at the ceiling, as Mrs. 
Gunterman began to speak. 

“Bella’s parents suffocated 
her at three months and she was 
a perfectly normal child before,” 
said Mrs. Gunterman. Bella had 
been placed in foster care, her 
brain permanently damaged.

“She lived in Florida, until 
then in another foster family. 
We received the call once she 
needed to be moved out of  
state [when she had reached] 18 
months,” said Mr. Gunterman. 

The act was not out of  pure 
malice, but from inexperience 
and unreadiness. 

“Her parents, who were both 
17, were arrested. They were just 
young and overwhelmed, but it 
makes a pretty good example 
of  teenagers trying to parent,” 
said nurse Stephanie Betts, who 
helps the Guntermans care for 
the kids. 

Noah, another child in the 

Gunterman’s care, is three 
years old as well as deaf  and 
partially blind. He can often 
be seen with a hand covering 
his eye, as he believes light will 
harm it. Despite this fact, Mrs. 
Gunterman describes Noah as 
being the liveliest of  the bunch. 

“He is our mobile one. A real 
live wire. Nothing bothers him,” 
said Mrs. Gunterman. 

Noah happily danced and 
excitedly clapped his hands. 
“Alive,” Noah repeated. 

Mrs. Gunterman smiled 
fondly at him before turning to 
her other children. “Foster care 
has been good to us. Now, we 

have six beautiful children. I 
wouldn’t trade it for the world.” 

Adopting a child is not 
always pleasant, especially where 
special needs are involved. 
Some time ago, the Guntermans 
experienced the heartbreak of  
losing a child.

“We had another little girl, 
but unfortunately she has 
passed away since. She was only 
three or four when we adopted 
her, and she died at six. She’s 
still in the room with us,” Mrs. 
Gunterman motioned to a 
bench that was turned into a 
small memorial for the young 
girl in the living room. 

“She died of  diabetes. Her 
kidneys shut down and she got 
pneumonia,” Mr. Gunterman 
added.

Yet for all the heartache, 
experience, and love that comes 

from having and 
adopting foster 
child, the Smiths 
and Guntermans 
are always on the 
move when it 
comes to attending 
and caring for their 
families. 

“The doors 
open a thousand 
times a day,” said 
Jasper, Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’s nephew. “It 
can go from a fi ve 

person household to 13 on any 
given day.” 

“Our regular transportation 
is a 12 passenger van,” said Jess 
with a grin. 

With so many people in the 
house, keeping up with daily 
needs can be taxing.

Mrs. Smith shared that, on 
average, they spend close to 
$1,200 to $1,500 a month on 
groceries, going through two 
gallons of  milk per day and 
about 10 pounds of  peanut 
butter per week. 

“[Mrs. Smith] cooks for an 
army,” Jasper said, a grin upon 
his face. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have 
taken to keeping food stashed 
in their room.

“Our bedroom’s like a 
grocery store--we have to hide 
food,” said Mrs. Smith. “Say 
tomorrow morning I want 
everybody to have donuts. 
If  I put them out here [in 
the kitchen] and go to bed, 
the donuts will be gone by 
morning.”

Throughout the day, the door 
is on constant rotation within 
the house, as people run to and 
fro a multitude of  activities.

“When you’re in foster 
care, you’ve got a therapist, a 
caseworker...There’s so much 
stuff  you have to do,” said Jess. 

Even going on vacation 
can be tricky, with specifi c 
documents and permission 
needed to go out of  state. 

“If  we went on vacation, 
the caseworker would have to 
have our license plate number, 
the motel we were staying at, 
and what city and state. Then 
we’d need a court order. We’d 

have to tell them all that in case 
something was to happen,” said 
Mrs. Smith. 

Mrs. Smith said that the 
largest goal for her children is 
that they grow up and have a life 
outside of  foster care. 

She said with a loving smile, 
“I want to see them grow up. 
First of  all, get saved, if  they’re 
not. To accept Jesus. If  able, go 
to college, get married, and have 
a good life.”

So far, the children have done 
just that. Many have adopted 
their foster parents’ religion, 
and have began to adjust to 
life in a regular, if  unique, 
loving household. As Mr. Smith 
explained, these children come 
from violent homes, dangerous 
situations. If  he can help the 
children transition into a loving 
house and a normal lifestyle, he 
plans to do just that: 

“And really, this is just a 
normal household. But they’ve 
never had normal.” 

*Additional reporting by 
Savannah Schroering.

Source: Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System - 2015 data
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