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Driving down the road 
leading into Corydon, the 
Harrison County REMC 
proudly displays its solar farm. 
The absorbent photovoltaic 
cells from these solar panels 
capture energy from the sun to 
convert it into clean energy.

“In the area of  the transition 
between Harrison and Floyd 
Country along I-64, they put 
up a 10-acre solar electric 
fi eld. That array is providing 
enough energy for an estimated 
150 households,” said science 
teacher C.J Jackson. 

Electricity powers just about 
everything that we enjoy in life. 
From heating to powering the 
many devices we use, energy is 
everywhere. Renewable energy, 
an emerging alternative to 
conventional fossil fuels, has 
spread around Indiana. While 
it is cleaner than traditional  
energy, it can be costly.

“The problem is we’re just 
starting, so it’s an economic 
problem. It’s more expensive. 
We’ve been more situated in 

fossil fuel energy for so long,” 
said Jackson. “We have had a lot 
of  hazards that in the past, we 
have not necessarily ignored but 
accepted because there haven’t 
been better choices. ”

While renewable energy 
costs more, the ecological risks 
of  using non-renewable energy 
are still present.

“Would you pay twice as 
much for clean energy, or have 
energy that costs half  or even 25 
percent of  that,” said Jackson. 
“Most people would rather 
have the cheaper energy. The 
problem is, the cheaper choice 
at the end of  their life could 
cost them much more because 
they might develop diseases and 
health problems. 

Sophomore Gregory Jekel 
agreed with Jackson. Renewable 
energy is still developing, and 
while there are benefi ts, there 
are still some problems with it.

“We should move towards 
renewable energy because 
it’s a cleaner option for our 
environment and by developing 
that, we can lessen our 
dependence on fossil fuels, but 
one of  the main problems is 

the economic problems like the 
employment that fossil fuels 
offers,” said Jekel. 

Availability can be an issue 
with renewable energy, due to 
environmental setbacks.

“The issue with 
most renewables, 
particularly solar and 
wind, is they are not 
available 24/7 or in 
the quantity needed 
for us to utilize them 
solely for producing 
the electric power 
homeowners need. 
They work well to 
supplement our electric 
power production but 
would fall short if  they 
were the only energy 
source used to produce electric 
power,” said Harrison REMC 
energy adviser Bob Geswein. 

One underlying problem 
with non-renewable energy is 
that once it is used beyond their 
maximum sustainable yield, they 
cannot be replaced. 

“When one looks at the 
limited supply of  fossil fuels 
and our rate of  consuming 
them, the answer is, ‘We never 

do enough.’ That is one reason 
why renewables have become a 
supplemental energy source for 
electric power production,” said 
Geswein.

“The world’s fossil fuels 

are limited in supply. So 
unless mankind is able to 
fi gure out another reliable and 
affordable source of  energy 
to use in producing electric 
power, electricity will get more 
expensive as the fuel supply 
gets smaller. Future generations 
will fi nd it very hard to afford 
electricity if  their only choice to 
produce it is using fossil fuel.”

Renewable energy can be 

expensive, but may be able to 
power homes more effi ciently 
than fossil fuels.

“I know one of  the main 
problems is the way our grid 
is set. It’s made to distribute 

energy from a single 
source. With renewable 
energy you can have 
it set up to individual 
homes. If  renewable 
energy becomes 
cheaper, it would be 
a better option,” said 
Jekel. 

High schools in 
Indiana have already 
begun to think green, 
mostly by changing 
their lighting and 
sources of  energy.

“Most high schools have 
invested in energy management 
controls for their heating and 
cooling equipment that can be 
programmed to reduce heating 
in the winter when school is not 
in session,” said Geswein. They 
also reduce air conditioning in 
warm months when school is 
not in session. This saves energy 
from being wasted when the 
buildings are not occupied.”

Energy alternatives jolt through Indiana
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Future generations will 
fi nd it very hard to aff ord 
electricity  if their only choice 
to produce it is using fossil 
fuel. 

                             Bob Geswein
Harrison REMC energy adviser


