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After a sectional victory in 
their fi rst season as a team on 
Jan. 25, the newly-founded girls’ 
bowling team competed this 
past weekend at regionals in 
Bloomington. 

With little experience on the 
team, the girls consider their 
season which ended last Satur-
day to be a success. 

“The girls team met some 
tough competitors at region-
als. Northern high schools are 
very developed and competi-
tive compared to our amateur 
southern team. We were on a 
road to state, though,” said  sen-
ior Avery Wohlleb. “A lot of  the 
girls we competed against have 
been a team for years. This was 
our fi rst, so it was tough com-
peting against all these really 
good teams.”

The team started off  as 
something fun to do, but this 
season more schools have joined 
in, giving FC competition.

“Last year FC and Jeffer-
sonville high had a throw to-
gether league for fun, in hopes 
of  sparking up interest in the 
sport. As luck would have it this 
year we added in Clarksville and 
Providence and managed to get 
the USBC involved and IHSAA 
agreed to let us participate in 
the high school bowling compe-
tition,” said  head coach Nelson 
Voyles.

Senior Ashley Grider ex-
pected the team to go far, as 
they challenged themselves at 
regionals.

“We practiced every week 
before regionals to become bet-
ter. We have had a good chance 

to do great things. Even though 
we didn’t make it to state, we 
still tried our hardest at region-
als,” said Grider.

Some teammates believed 
they have the skills to get fur-
ther than regionals next season, 
since they were a new team this 
year. With more practice from 
underclassmen, next year they 
can go far.

“This year, we were not able 
to get far in regionals, because 
it is our fi rst year competing. As 
time goes on I think our team 
will get stronger and be able to 
knock down the competition as 
well as we knock down pins,” 
said junior Samantha Fitzgerald.

In order for the girls’ bowl-
ing team to even be possible, a 
lot of  recruiting was done in the 
process. A lot of  the girls had 
to  look for potential people to 
join.

“I found out from Sam 
Fitzgerald that a girls’ team 
couldn’t be formed without 10 
bowlers. We then went on a mis-
sion to recruit our friends into 
joining in on the fun,” said jun-
ior Gillian Coffey.

Wohlleb helped in making 
the team larger, so they could 
have a big variety of  bowlers on 
the girls’ team.

“Avery Wohlleb is a big as-
pect to the team. She was able 

to recruit several people to join 
the girls’ team, which helped 
fi nd them great bowlers,” said 
athletic director Jeff  Cerqueira.

In southern Indiana there 
are not many girls’ high school 
bowling teams. This makes it 
diffi cult for the FC girls’ to have 
any girl competitors before re-
gionals.

“Those pins are my biggest 
competitor. Without another 
girls’ team in our conference, 
we play the boys’ JV teams from 
other schools. It’s really a com-
petition with ourselves,” said 
Coffey. 

To prepare for meets, the 
team has to get together and 

practice at Eastern Bowling 
Lane in Clarksville in order to 
succeed.

“At practices we just bowl 
two games and Coach Voyles  
sometimes gives us pointers. 
At matches you play two games 
against your competitor. Indi-
vidual scores and the team’s to-
tal pins determines who wins,” 
said Wohlleb.

The season came to an end at 
regionals, meaning some of  the 
girls will have to keep practicing 
to keep up with their bowling 
skills for the next year. 

“After the season is over I 
think I will continue bowling. 
It has become a good hobby of  
mine,” said junior Sarah Hens-
ley.

Fitzgerald feels that bowling 
this year has brought a new pas-
sion into her life.

“Of  course, I’m going to 
continue bowling. Even though 
it started out as just something 
to do, I ended up really loving 
it and becoming pretty compet-
itive as well. Honestly, bowling 
is now one of  my favorite pas-
times.”

Voyles looks to lead his play-
ers through whatever challenges 
they may face over each season. 
He encourages his bowlers to 
do the best they can, and help 
them improve their skills.

“Like any coach of  any sport, 
I want my team to win, I want 
my individuals to win. Actuallly, 
given the nature of  the sport an-
ything is possible, environment, 
lane material, oil pattern are all 
variables that can work for us or 
against us. No matter what hap-
pens I’m very proud of  all my 
student bowlers and it has been 
great to be involved.”
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New girls’ bowling team challenges themselves in fi rst season, advanced to regional competition in Bloomington

JUNIORS MOLLY ISAACS, SAMANTHA FITZGERALD, SARAH HENSLEY, GILLIAN COFFEY AND SENIORS AVERY WOHLLEB, 
MANDY ELLIS, AND ASHELY GRIDER celebrate their sectional victory with HEAD COACH NELSON VOYLES on Jan. 25. 
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