
Bowlers remain positive despite struggles
Boys’ bowling team falls short on hopeful season, looks towards future for new opportunities plus IHSAA sanction
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Junior Braxton Cerqueira 
looks down the lane while try-
ing to pick up the spare for his 
team and advance to sectionals. 
Cerqueira’s was valuable for the 
young team in its second season.

“With not having many team 
members who had bowled con-
sistently before the start of  the 
season, we struggled in the be-
ginning but began to peak to-
wards the end,” said Cerqueira. 

Despite the fact that there 
was little tradition  for the team 
and it was only their second 
year, the bowlers still had an op-
timistic outlook on the season. 

“We hit a few rough patch-
es, but overall I felt pretty good 
about the season,” said sopho-
more Justin Egbert.

 The team has acknowledged 
that they have not had a great 
amount of  success in the record 
books, but according to junior 
Jarrett Agnew, it’s about more 
than just the wins and losses.

“We have not exactly had 
the greatest record. As far as a 

team we have defi nitely had the 
most fun by far. Every week 
we get out there and laugh and 
mess around like no other team 
does,” said Agnew 

 Head coach Nelson Voyles 
has contributed to this fun at-
mosphere around the team.

 “I think coach Voyles has 
done a nice job making it fun 
for the kids. When the kids are 
showing up, you know that they 
are enjoying the experience,” 
said athletic director Jeff  Cer-
queira.

 However, in order for the 
sport to become IHSAA sanc-
tioned, it will take a lot more 
than just one team having fun.

“I believe bowling will be-
come IHSAA sanctioned as 
more and more schools south 
of  Columbus continue to add a 
bowling program to their sports 
teams,” said Mr. Cerqueira.

According to Voyles, it will 
just take an increase of  interest 
among the kids in southern In-
diana.

“Bowling is already an IH-
SAA-sanctioned sport in central 
and northern Indiana. I think if  
we get two to three more local 
schools to join next year, it will 

increase our chances for ap-
proval,” said Voyles.

Even though bowling is not 
IHSAA sanctioned, it is still im-
portant to the team to continue 
to get better in the offseason.

“Coach Voyles has encour-
aged all team members to join 
leagues in the offseason. Doing 
this would greatly help everyone 
with their consistency and over-
all skills,” said Cerqueira.

According to the team, part 
of  preparing for next season 
includes increasing support for 
the team.

“We had a great season and 
we are really looking forward 
to bowling more now. As far as 
next season we want to practice 
more as individuals and really 
need to work on spreading the 
word to get some more support 
at the matches,” said Agnew.

Although many of  the 
players are looking ahead to next 
season, Voyles said that senior 
Sean Henry was the only boy 
who advanced and competed at 
regionals this past Saturday.

“I have watched Sean bowl 
for two seasons, and he has 
come a long way,” said Voyles. 
“He has the talent to advance 
in regionals and I am proud to 
have him on the team.”
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JUNIOR BRAXTON CERQUEIRA  rolls the balls down the lane trying to pick up a spare at sectionals on Jan. 25. 
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