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The blue and purple sky 
refl ects off  the white shoes 
giving the illusion of  fl ying. 
The partners grip hands, 
sailing through the night air 
as the music prompts them to 
waltz. This vision, though, is 
not meant to be anything but 
imagination. Emma Stone and 
Ryan Gosling are stepping right 
into an old Hollywood fi lm. 

For the past year, the movie 
musical, La La Land, has been 
an anticipated release for fi lm 
lovers everywhere. It was 
supposed to be one of  the 
biggest winners during awards 
season, and it certainly has 
lived up to its expectations in 
its record win of  seven Golden 
Globe awards.

This movie is completely 
different from the award winners 
of  the past couple years. For 
one thing, it is a musical. Song 
and dance provide the main 
transitions between scenes as 
well as the most important form 
of  communication between the 
characters.

La La Land follows a young 

actress, Mia (Stone), working as 
a barista in the Warner Brothers 
lot while auditioning for literally 
anything possible. Mia hears 
Sebastian (Gosling), a struggling 
jazz pianist, playing and almost 
instantly connects to his music, 
despite her hatred for jazz. 

After this fi rst awkward 
meeting, the two begin 
seeing each other more often 
throughout Hollywood almost 
purely due to their connection 
in the entertainment industry. 
From there, it seems like 
any romance lover’s perfect 
story. The two characters are 
practically made for each other. 

Although their love story is a 
key component of  the fi lm, their 
relationship takes an unexpected 
turn as both Mia and Sebastian 
attempt to survive in the land of  
Hollywood. 

Just like any romance, there 
are twists and turns along 
the way, but these obstacles 
are unique to their lifestyle, 
especially as they both begin 
to stray from their visions as 
performers. Mia, at one point, 
thinks about giving up acting all 
together, and Sebastian joins a 
band that plays the modern jazz 

music he used to be completely 
against. Their dreams, like so 
many others, were changed due 
to the world around them. 

La La Land, truly does 
incorporate the thoughts of  all 
dreamers in this world. Mia’s 
fi nal audition song sums up the 
entirety of  the fi lm as Stone 
belts, “Here’s to the ones who 
dream, foolish as they may 
seem. Here’s to the hearts that 
ache. Here’s to the mess we 
make.”

That song brought me 
to tears in the middle of  the 
theatre. I was not ready for 
a fi lm to display my own 
thoughts on screen. Mia’s 
dreams and Sebastian’s dreams 
were extremely similar to my 
own, as someone who is also 
heavily involved with the arts 
like the two characters. Their 
romance is part of  my own “la 
la land,” or perfect life inside my 
own head. This fi lm, though, hit 
my “la la land” with a dose of  
reality, bringing my strongest 
fears about the future to real 
life. 

The song and dance 
throughout the movie gave it 
a very “Old Hollywood” vibe, 

bringing back the styles we used 
to love and combining them 
with a modern day love story. 
Although the special effects 
were very different from what 
we are used to now, they really 
captured the director’s vision 
and Mia’s love of  old movies 
like Casa Blanca. 

At times, Stone and 
Gosling’s singing and dancing 
did not seem as well executed 
as what someone might see in 
a Broadway musical in New 
York, but overall I think the 
message of  the fi lm trumped 

the musical aspects. Director 
Damien Chazelle did not want 
professional singers and dancers 
but actors who could make the 
story very real. 

His vision came to life, and 
that is mainly why La La Land 
has become so successful. Not 
only is it a movie musical, but 
the musical numbers do not take 
away from this honest and real 
love story. Stone and Gosling 
bring to life the very humane 
fears of  dreamers everywhere, 
making a young couple’s “La La 
Land” a reality. 
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To read a diff erent La La Land review, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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