
DEFENDING THE 
HIGHLAND

FC faces two weeks of rival competition; aft er loss to New Albany, Highlanders look to recover against Providence tonight

Braden Schroeder/The Bagpiper

SENIOR TREVOR APPLE  puts a shot up underneath the basket late in the third quarter during the basketball game against New Albany on Dec. 9. The Highlanders fell to the Bulldogs 65-42. 
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In front of  a sold out crowd 
against rival New Albany, senior 
Trevor Apple puts up a shot af-
ter getting a rebound. This week 
the Highlanders look to bounce 
back from a tough loss against 
the Bulldogs last Friday. 

After a 58-49 loss to the Pio-
neers last year, the Highlanders 
come into tonight’s match-up 
with a different mindset and im-
age as a whole. 

“We have gotten more ath-
letic with help of  intense train-

ing this summer. We also have 
better court awareness and ball 
movement,” said junior Luke 
Gohmann

With only two seniors on 
the roster last year, FC contin-
ues that trend this year led by 
seniors Apple and Tyler Kimm. 
Providence, on the other hand, 
possesses a senior-dominant 
starting line-up consisting of  
guards Eli Coker, Juston Betz, 
Sam Conrad, and forward Alex 
Judd. 

Despite this being their 
second year in a row with 
only two seniors on the team, 
junior Matt Weimer said that 
their team image has changed. 

Playing alongside one another 
for several years, he said their 
team chemistry is higher than 
ever before; a major advantage 
he said they have over the 
Pioneers. 

“We have gotten better over 
the last year because of  the 
experience we gained. Playing 
together for another year has 
helped up play better and grow 
our relationships off  the court,” 
said Weimer.

This growth of  team 
chemistry off  the court 
has drastically helped the 
Highlanders’ team chemistry on 
the court too, allowing them to 
use everyone to their full ability. 

“We are very familiar with 
how we all play. We know what 
we can do as a team and we try 
and play to make everyone better 
on the team,” said Weimer.

Now in his third year of  
coaching at FC, head coach 
Todd Sturgeon said their elite 
size is a strength they will con-
sistently use.

“Sometimes we have a line-
up with four guys that are 6’4 or 
taller. I have had several people 
come up and tell us we look 
like a college team. Our team 
is big enough to give our oppo-
nent some real problems in the 

paint,” said Sturgeon.
The Pioneers have size of  

their own, with 6’5 senior Daw-
son Mitchell and 6’4 senior Tre-
vor Heldman, in addition to 6’2 
Betz.

 Because of  the amount of  
experience on the team, Betz 
said it will allow them to get the  
extra edge needed to dominate 
against their opponents this sea-
son. 

“We have seven seniors on 
the varsity team this year, along 
with a very strong set of  jun-
iors, sophomores and freshmen. 
That is what will win us a lot of  
games this year; it is the experi-
ences that we have learned from 
in the past,” said Betz. 

According to Providence 
head basketball coach Andrew 
Grantz, his team has also made 
signifi cant improvements since 
last season.

“We have improved shooting 
the ball from the outside. We 
have also gotten a lot stronger 
and took the weight room very 
seriously,” he said.

With last year’s loss still fresh 
in the mind’s of  the Highlanders, 
Kimm said if  they want to get 
vengeance on the Pioneers 
tonight, they will have to utilize 
all of  their improvements and 

advances they made in the 
offseason. 

“Everyone has improved 
their game all around. We will 
be more experienced because 
we played a lot of  underclass-
man last year.”

Looking at the Pioneers’ 
strengths, Sturgeon said FC 
needs to recognize their weak-
nesses and improve upon them 
if  they want to win

“I hope offensively we can 
improve on getting the ball in-
side more, either by getting the 
ball inside to our big guys or by 
driving. Another thing we need 
to improve on is offensive re-
bounding. Defensively, we need 
to try to be more physical on the 
opponent,” said Sturgeon.

Looking to use last year’s 
disappointing loss as motiva-
tion, the Highlanders believe 
they possess what is needed to 
be victorious away from home 
at tonight’s rivalry showdown at 
7:30 p.m.

“The Providence game-week 
[is] a fun one. We are all looking 
forward to playing them again , 
as we didn’t have our best game 
last year and lost,” said Kimm. 
“We will all be coming with 
plenty of  energy and trying to 
beat them badly.”

Tonight’s projected 
starting line-ups

Floyd Central

Matt hew Weimer
Tyler Kimm
Cobie Barnes

Trevor Apple
Luke Gohmann

GJunior
Senior G

F
Junior F
Senior C

Providence

Landon Sprigler
Eli Coker
Juston Betz

Alex Judd
Sam Conrad

GSophomore
Senior G
Senior G
Senior G
Senior F

3-1

5-0

Bring this page of The Bagpiper to tonight’s game and use the “Beat Providence” sign on the back during the visiting team’s starting lineup. 
To see live updates from tonight’s game follow @Bagpiper_Sports on Twitt er, and to view a photo gallery, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com

Floyd Central-Providence rivalry
from 2013 to 2016

2013-2014
Floyd Central 50-51

2014-2015
48-45

2015-2016
Providence49-58

Source: Maxpreps.com
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