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She holds the violin in her 
hands, anxiously waiting 

to hear the music she had grown 
to adore.

 He bites down on his lip in 
frustration, hurrying to fi nish 
his own composition for the 
pop orchestra. 

Her eyes widen as she 
carefully watches the lights 
strike the stage with a design of  
her creation. 

Art has quickly become a 
passion and lifelong dream for 
all three, but none of  it would 
have been possible without four 
years of  training at FC.

“I started violin at age three 
with the Suzuki method. I don’t 
ever remember a time when I 
hadn’t had it in my hand,” said 
FC alumnus Maria Mastropaolo. 

Mastropaolo graduated from 
FC in 1993, and she is now a 
Suzuki violin specialist out of  
the University of  Evansville 
as well as a member of  the 
philharmonic orchestra. She 
played in the high school 
orchestra with orchestra teacher 
Doug Elmore from seventh 

grade to senior year as well as 
for multiple FC musicals.

“Mr. Elmore had a big 
infl uence on me because he 
challenged me. He didn’t just 
go ‘Well, your age equals this 
orchestra.’ He saw the ability 
level, and put me there,” said 
Mastropaolo. 

Brad Ritchie, a 2002 graduate, 
also experienced success in 
the FC arts programs. He took 
choir with choir teacher Angela 
Hampton, as well as theatre with 
FC’s previous theatre director, 
Chris Bundy. 

Currently, Ritchie is a 
freelance composer and business 
owner due to that education. He 
often composes and prepares 
a lot of  orchestration for fi lms 
and TV, arranges for the pop 
orchestras, and he also runs 
one of  the bigger recording 
companies in Louisville. 

“I started off  playing in the 
orchestra, and I joined the choir. 
I started doing theatre with Mr. 
Bundy. I was the music guy. Mrs. 
Hampton actually encouraged 
me to do my own thing and 
pursue this. Those two were 
like my younger day artistic 
parents. I wouldn’t be where I 

am without that,” said Ritchie.
Cherrish Curry owes a lot to 

Bundy because she  learned a 
lot about the basics of  technical 
theatre and lighting design 
from him. She graduated from 
FC in 2013, and is currently 
enrolled in her senior year at 
New York University. Even as 
a student, she has still done lots 
of  professional work in lighting 
design and carpentry. 

“If  I didn’t have FC or 
Bundy, I wouldn’t have a 
career. They recognize people’s 
passions, and they guide them. 
It takes the power of  a good 
educator to recognize what you 
love,” said Curry. 

Curry is heavily involved 
with the arts education as well 
as technical theatre design. 
Moving from a small rural area 
to an urban center has left her 
with a mindset she intends to 
display in her work. 

“It’s very important to 
have art in places that aren’t 
cities. We have a huge lack of  
communication. Art is an urban 
thing, and it’s very hard to be a 
community based artist in a rural 
area. That connection needs to 
be bridged,” said Curry. 

Mastropaolo also appreciates 
the benefi t of  an arts education 
from her own perspective as a 
teacher. 

“In high school, it was just 
something I did because I was 
good at it. As an adult, I’ve 
realized how big of  an impact 
it’s had in my life, and I wanted 
to give back for what it did for 
me,” said Mastropaolo. “I woke 
up one day in college and I said, 
‘I want to teach. I want to teach 
the kids what it gave me.”

All three alumni agreed high 
school art education at FC really 
did foster what they wanted to 
do as a career.

“FC really rocks it. We raised 
all the money for ourselves, 
and it’s amazing to be a part 
of  an arts program that has the 
capability to do that fundraising 
and draw in large crowds. It’s 
mind boggling for a high school. 
FC has an amazing proscenium 
stage, and New York has only 
two. Most Broadway theatres 
have proscenium stages, but 
they don’t have the offstage 
space like Floyd Central,” said 
Curry. 

Ritchie not only understands 
and admires the state-of-the-art 

environments at FC, but he also 
recognizes the state-of-the-art 
people that encouraged him to 
pursue what he loved. 

“I can still call those people 
and ask for advice. I have a 
cheerleading section,” said 
Ritchie. “It’s not just a school 
where it’s just sports. I’ve turned 
my hobby into a career, and I 
make a really good living doing 
it.”

Curry has also made a career 
out of  a high school dream, 
and now she recognizes the 
massive impact art has had on 
the community around her. 
Living in New York City, the 
center of  urban art, really has 
brought about a realization in 
her that she wants students to 
think about as they think about 
a career or future in any fi eld of  
the arts. 

“It’s extremely critical to be 
a part of  the arts because it’s a 
major healing point. People turn 
to the arts to learn stories,” said 
Curry. “Art is a powerful way to 
process things and heal because 
it really does support empathy. 
There’s something so powerful 
about a story that’s simply about 
a human relationship.”

Mia Boutelle/The Bagpiper


