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Last month, Floyd County 
voters approved a referendum 
to renovate several New 
Albany-Floyd County Schools. 
As a result signifi cant changes 
are coming.

The referendum is a 
plan to renovate schools 
and other facilities in 
need, including Charles 
Allen Prosser School 
of  Technology, Green 
Valley Elementary, and 
Slate Run Elementary.  

“We are elated and 
excited about the future.  
Our students will have 
equitable educational 
spaces and we will 
improve our safety 
in our schools.  The 
positive impact will be 
substantial to our children and 
our community,” said assistant 
superintendent Bill Briscoe.

Just after the referendum 
was passed, everyone including 
architects, principals, teachers, 
and other facilities people, 
went straight to work, starting 
to look at plans and make sure 
everything is on track.

“They [the corporation] 
met with architects; they have 
worked with people, but again 
the focus is on really strong 
planning. Working with the 
principals, teachers, architects 
from outside and facilities 
people from the inside.  They 
all come together to make sure 
that the learning environment 
is what is best for children 
and I know that that planning 

process has started,” said Grant 
Line Elementary principal Kyle 
Lanoue.

The fi rst plan of  action is 
to start rebuilding Green Valley 
and the projects for the schools 
will be starting very soon.  

Slate Run Elementary 
principal Amy Niemeier 
explained what will happen to 

Slate Run’s students during the 
construction.

“We will move over to Green 
Valley’s campus because they 
are building right here on the 
same site.  We will move out 
of  the building so that they can 
do all that construction and the 
learning won’t be interrupted.  
As far as the other projects, 
I do know they will start on 
Prosser pretty quickly and 
the other smaller pieces will 
happen on the timeline that 
will go according to what those 
schools’ needs are,” she said.

The economy is predicted to 
possess a positive after-effect in 
the future as well. 

“We believe that the local 
economy benefi t by the work 
that has been created for a local 

contractors and businesses. Bids 
will be open to all local vendors,” 
said Families for Floyd County 
Political Action Committee 
Chairperson Michele Day.

So far only positive thoughts 
and comments have been said 
and heard about the referendum 
being passed.  

Lanoue described 
the positivity he 
experiences. “I see and 
hear lots of  positive 
things.  I hear comments 
of  ’thumbs up,’ ’great 
job’.  What I hear and 
see is a commitment 
to the success of  our 
students and this was 
just another positive 
step toward making it 
count.  The success of  
our student body, even 
more successful and 
even more productive.”

The general 
consensus is that the referendum 
contributes to reasons behind 
pride in the school system.  

Because of  the passing of  
the referendum, NAFCS will be 
able to uphold their tradition of  
excellence. 

“Having two brand new 
schools and our other facilities 
are really terrifi c. We have 
completed all of  the high 
schools and the middle schools 
and now all the elementary 
schools will be touched just to 
continue to update our schools 
and make sure we maintain 
them,” said Niemeier. “We do 
have a tradition of  excellence in 
New Albany-Floyd County, and 
I think our community believes 
in that and that’s why they voted 
yes.”

Results of referendum excite community
NAFCS staff  members, students are thrilled by promised school renovations to damaged, outmoded local facilities
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“ We do have a tradition of 
excellence in New Albany-
Floyd County , and I think our 
community  believes in that, 
and that’s why they voted 
yes.
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Amy Niemeier 
Slate Run principal
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