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Bagpiper: What do the police do during a public 
protest?

Floyd Country Sheriff  Frank Loop: “Our 
job during a protest is to maintain order and public 
safety .”

BP: What measures do the police take to ensure 
safety  at a protest? 

FL: “The best thing to do is to meet the protesters 
prior to their protest and set out the guidelines. Give 
them a place of venue to protest that’s not disruptive 
to everybody else.”

BP: How do you personally feel about the recent 
protests?

FL: “Right now there is a disconnect between the 
federal government and the state government. The 
Feds are allowing the protesters to set up protest 
camps on federal land while the state government is 
trying to keep everybody orderly.” 

What are your opinions concerning the recent anti-Trump political protests? 

evidence of  false or paid 
protesters has been put forward. 
Thus, most have rejected this 
claim. This suggests the idea 
that most of  the protesters are 
there because they wish to show 
a voice.

“It is my right. It is imperative 
that I stand up for what I 
believe, as an example for those 
who follow,” said Loczi. 

But protesting is not simply 
appearing at a site and chanting 
with a huge crowd. It’s advised 
to understand fully why a person 
has chosen to attend and doing 
research to learn more about the 
issue.

“I have taken a great deal 
of  time studying the issues 
surrounding this presidential 
election, as well as the two 
candidates who stood the 
chance of  being elected,” said 
Loczi.

Not only are protesters 
conducting research of  their 
own kind, but teachers have 

talked with their students about 
the election and the results, 
especially in social studies 
classes.

“We discussed the election 
in detail leading up to it and in 
detail the day after the election, 
on the national, state, and local 
level,” said social studies teacher 
Gage Brogan.

Certain classes have reviewed 
specifi c aspects of  elections, 
including the freedoms of  the 
First Amendment and protest 
following the results.

“We, in government, study 
the bill of  rights and we look at 
case law dealing with the First 
Amendment. So, I think kids 
are pretty clear about what their 
rights are,” said Moss. 

Citizen rights tie in a lot with 
the election, especially with the 
protests. The First Amendment 
involves the freedom of  speech, 
assembly, religion, petition, 
and the press, all of  which 
are directly associated to the 

election.
“I think that’s the essence of  

a democracy, is that people have 
the right to say what they feel 
and think. And just because it’s 
not always favorable to everyone 
doesn’t mean that it has any 
less of  a place in society,” said 
Carson.

No matter the feelings 
toward the anti-Trump 
protests, the general agreement 
is that protest is a valid and 
constitutional way of  expressing 
one’s views.

“I believe in my 
constitutional right to peacefully 
protest the existence of   a law 
or the decisions of  a leader with 
whom I have a fundamental 
disagreement,” said Loczi. “I 
believe that doing so with a 
group of  like-minded persons 
sends a very clear message to 
our leaders of  our beliefs and 
intentions to stand up for what 
we believe in a way that sends a 
clear and unequivocal message.”

To view locations of previous anti-Trump protests, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

senior
Bradley 
Foster 

“I haven’t 
paid much 
att ention to it. 
The decision 
is made, so 
I think it is 
unnecessary. 

“
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junior 
Molly 
Ottersbach

“I feel that 
people have 
their own 
opinions, but 
they need to 
express them 
diff erently, 
more calmly. 

“
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sophomore 
Stevie
Griffi  n 

“If that is the 
way they feel 
and they really 
dislike the way 
he is doing 
things, then 
I guess they 
should go for it. 

“
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freshman 
Sarah 
Lundy 

“I think it is 
absurd and 
unnecessary, 
and I dont 
understand 
why people feel 
the need to do 
this. 

“

o doo do 

freshman 
Portia 
Hallsen 

“I feel there is 
a lot of chaos 
from it. I think 
he will do good 
as president 
because he 
is good with 
money. 

“

hh 

junior
Jilly 
Moorefi eld 

“I completely 
support their 
right to protest, 
but they’re 
complaining 
to nobody. 
Nobody is 
listening.

“

senior
James 
Brown 

“People have 
the right 
to protest; 
however, the 
election is free 
and fair. “

sophomore 
Cooper 
Pennington 

“While I do 
disagree with 
Trump being in 
offi  ce, I feel like 
we should at 
least give him  
a chance. 

“
Q&A with Floyd County 

Sheriff  Frank Loop


