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studies teacher Suzie Moss.
However, these recent public 

standings have continued to 
be questioned even with the 
constitution in play. Several 
doubt the effectiveness of  
protests at this stage in the 
election.

“Trump is the president 
whether they like it or not. 
They should save their energy 
for when he actually makes 
a decision that’s worthy of  
protest versus just protesting 
a process,” said social studies 
teacher Lewie Stevens.

Others agree, saying that 
since the election has ended, 
the protests pose no legitimate 
chance to prevent Trump’s 
inauguration.

“The anti-Trump protests 
are a waste of  time in my 
opinion, because the election 
has already been decided. 
Clinton has already conceded 
that she lost the race, so how 
do you change that,” said Floyd 

County Sheriff  Frank Loop.
It’s true that unless an 

unprecedented amount of  
electors vote against their own 
states, a Trump victory 
is assured. In fact, 
some believe that the 
protesters are negating 
their own efforts.

“That’s why I think 
they’re reducing their 
own effectiveness and 
they’re undermining 
their own success,” said 
Stevens.

Despite the doubts 
on their effectiveness, 
protests have been 
shown to have 
powerful changes: 
most recently, the post-poning 
of  the Dakota Access Pipeline 
that was planned to run through 
the Sioux Nation’s water supply 
resulted from months of  
protests.

“Some terrible repercussions 
of  the pipeline is that people are 

getting tear gassed and they’re 
getting attacked, both verbally 
and physically because of  
something that they’re 

wanting to say is wrong,” said 
Carson.

The implications are clear: 
protesters, if  dedicated enough, 
can do the seemingly impossible. 

How the presidential protests 
present each political party 
is also a concern for certain 

individuals. Lucas Willman, vice 
president of  the FC Democrats 
Club, fi nds that they express the 
opposite of  what the protesters 

hope to display.
 “They don’t really 

paint us in a very good 
light,” Willman said. 
“We talked a lot about 
how we’re against 
hatred and whatnot, 
and as soon as Donald 
Trump gets elected, a 
lot of  our party goes 
out and practices hate.”

 To contrast, several 
Republicans consider 
their party stronger 
than ever, thanks to 
weathering the storm 

of  protests.
“I can’t really speak 

on behalf  of  the national 
Republican Party, but I think 
in my perspective it’s made the 
party stronger because we have 
to unify more than ever,” said 
Meldrum.

The protests have certainly 
appeared to bring individuals 
together, not only within 
political parties, but also for the 
protesters themselves. The idea 
of  these protests is to bring 
together citizens of  whom wish 
to stand for the same fi ght.

 “My hope is that the vast 
majority of  those gathering are 
like-minded individuals whose 
purpose is aligned with my 
own,” said Loczi.

Despite the supporters of  
the protest’s idealistic goals, 
suspicion and doubts on the 
legitimacy of  the protesters 
themselves have been voiced.

“I think that a lot of  the 
protesters that are doing it, 
there’s a large percentage of  
them that are unknowledgeable 
about their topic, they may just 
be paid protesters or people 
who just want to be involved 
in something to say they were,” 
said Loop.

However, no meaningful 

“It is my right. It is imperative 
that I stand up for what I 
believe in, as an example for 
those who follow.  

“

Barbara Loczi
communication
consultant 
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PROTESTERS fl ood the front lawn of the Indiana Statehouse on Nov. 12, demonstrating their frustration regarding President-elect Donald Trump. As day turned to night protesters fi lled 
the Statehouse lawn and turned to the streets.


