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In a time of  getting, it’s 
important to remember to 
give back. The holiday season 
is a perfect time for volunteer 
work, and the spirit of  helping 
those in need fuels so many 
individuals to do good work in 
their community.

This includes senior Bailey 
Roney, a volunteer at Floyd 
Central Dance Marathon. Roney 
has been working with them for 
four years and still gets the same 
thrill of  doing good for others 
to this day. “It’s always super 
fun, especially when you do it 
with friends,” she said. 

Her typical day at FCDM 
consists of  recruiting people 
her own age and showing them 
that people just like us need 
help.

She got started with a 
recommendation from a senior 
when she went to the freshman 
FCDM luncheon in 2013, 
who got her in touch with the 
organization and supported her 
along the way. “Volunteering 
has helped me so much with 
my social skills, especially public 
speaking.” 

Roney strives to get her other 
friends to start volunteering. 
“It’s always fun with close 
friends, and the time goes by 
quicker,” she said.

During the holiday season, 
Roney is presented with 
what she believes is a great 
opportunity to convince them. 

“I can show people my age 
that kids are struggling.” Roney 
said. “People should volunteer 
during the holidays to help less 
fortunate.”

Like Roney, senior Sofi a 
Franco spends a lot of  her 
time helping others. Franco 
works with Choices, a nonprofi t 
organization that works to help 
Hispanic women learn English.

 “Every week I go in and 
just help where needed, whether 
that means sweeping one 
week, or putting up clothes 
another week.” she said. “I 
also help volunteer in classes to 
help ease the barrier between 
languages.”   

Franco shows how much 
she cares about her community 
and the women that she helps 
through her work. “I always 
have a blast with these ladies. 
They are always so eager to 
learn English.”  

The National Honor Society, 

which Roney is a member of, 
completes a new service project 
every month. They have done 
blood drives, Salvation Army 
bell ringing,  and this month, 
Miles for Merry Miracles. 
In addition to their monthly 
charity work, they also help 
academically. “It’s mandatory 
that you tutor someone,” she 
said.

 “The Salvation Army, 
Angel Tree, and Interact Club 
that partners with Rotary are 

organizations that help,” said 
media center specialist Pamela 
Poe, who advises Interact Club.

“I know Student Council 
collects food for Two Can 
Tuesday, and Interact shops for 
the Angel Tree. Awareness is 
important.” 

Franco is  the president of  
Interact Club. On Dec. 1, the 
club shopped for Angel Trees at 
Green Tree Mall.

“I love volunteer work 
because I feel like I get more out 

of  it than I give. They give me 
life lessons that I could never 
get at home,” said Franco.

To students looking to make 
a difference this holiday season, 
Franco says all they need 
to do is simply get involved 
somewhere. “Get a group of  
friends together. If  it means 
going out and purchasing 
yourself  an angel tree, do it. 
Because the life experiences you 
get out of  volunteering cannot 
be bought.”

Friday, Dec. 16, 2016 Page 23FEATURES

Merrel Bierman Excavating, Inc. 
1030 Sames Road

 Clarksville, IN 
47129

(812) 923-8611

Eleni PappasEleni Pappas//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

Classic Furniture & Sleep World 
201 Pearl Street
New Albany, IN

47150
(812) 948-2337


