
Last November, two 
members of  The 

Bagpiper editorial board 
were fortunate enough to 
take a tour of  Green Valley 
Elementary School, one of  
several schools involved 
in the New Albany-Floyd 
County referendum that 
passed on Nov. 8. 

Upon their departure 
from Green Valley, our 
staff  members were in utter 
shock due to the conditions 
inside of  the school. 

Bathrooms right out of  
the 1960s, hallways that are 
borderline freezing during 
the winter, a cafeteria 
that is the size of  a small 
classroom and a library 
that students actually have 
to walk outside in order to 
access all describe the very 
reason why this referendum 

had to pass. And this is only 
one school. 

While unpopular among 
some voters, the 87 million 
dollar referendum that 
failed once already in 2015 
was going to have to pass at 
some point. 

Children who already have 
to live in poverty should not 
have to face these similar 
conditions whenever they 
go to school. Feeling safe 
and comfortable at school 
is essential to the learning 
environment. 

So, thank you, Floyd 
County, for doing the right 
thing and saying “yes” 
to NAFCS. But now the 
question turns to NAFCS. 

Voters expressed 
concerns about the money 
being spent properly and is 
a reason some did not vote 

for the referendum. 
With FC and New Albany 

High School both receiving 
synthetic turf  football fi elds 
for a combined cost of  $1.3 
million, the concern was 
that the money would be 
spent on more unnecessary 
improvements rather than 
on schools that actually 
needed the assistance. 

However, this referendum 
was desperately needed 
to improve inadequate 
facilities. Every child 
deserves the equal 
opportunity to succeed in 
a learning environment, 
and that is exactly what the 
passing of  the referendum 
will do if  it is properly 
implemented. 

New facilities for Slate 
Run Elementary School and 
Green Valley, along with 

additions to the Prosser 
School of  Technology, all 
come in at a price tag of  
about $20 million each. 

This will take up the 
majority of  the cost for the 
referendum, leaving behind 
other minor improvements 
to other NAFCS facilities. 

While plans are set in place 
for how the corporation 
plans to use this money, it 
is now up to them to follow 
through with it. 

NAFCS has a tradition of  
excellence in academics, and 
can further expand on that 
by utilizing the referendum 
correctly.

Turf  fi elds do not 
enhance academics, but 
improved facilities do make 
for a better education and 
can help lead a child onto 
the right path. 
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The purpose of the Bagpiper 
is to truthfully report the 
news to our readers and 
to engage the audience in 
a variety  of platforms. We 
strive to be the main outlet 
in providing the meaning and 
signifi cance behind all news. 
Above all, we aim to uphold 
the ethical standards we 
see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .
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