
On the night of  Nov. 2, 2016 
I found myself  on the fl oor of  
my living room with my hands 
covering my eyes and afraid to 
look at the television screen. 

It was Game 7 of  the World 
Series and my Chicago Cubs 
were about to fi nally win it for 
the fi rst time in 108 years. 

Little did I know that about 
a week later on Nov. 8  I would 
fi nd myself  in practically the 
same position, but this time 
what happened may have been 
slightly more important. As it 
became evident to my family 
and me that Hillary Clinton was 
not going to win the presidency, 
our moods were opposite of  
that a week ago.

Let’s be real for a second, 
though, and accept the reality 
that came out of  both of  these 
situations. The Chicago Cubs 
are the 2016 World Series 
Champions. 

You can take a deep breath 
before the next one. 

Donald J. Trump is going 
to be the 45th President of  the 
United States, and there is no 
changing that outcome. 

Now exhale.  
I never thought I would see 

either of  these outcomes in my 
lifetime. At least for the Cubs, 
whenever I was a kid I knew it 
was possible or thought it was 
an option, but Trump as our 
president? This has to be a joke, 
right? 

The 2016 Presidential 
Election and the 2016 World 
Series both share some 
commonalities: the unexpected 
results and the fact that they 

both took place in an awful year. 
This past year, 2016, has 

been dreadful. Our world was 
struck with an entire year full of  
unfortunate occurrences, and 
very few positives in between. 

In June, Omar Mateen 
walked into Pulse Night Club in 
Orlando, then shot and killed 49 
people and wounded 53 others. 

Our country mourned over 
this tragedy and in the midst 
of  a broken heart, terror struck 
again whenever fi ve Dallas 
police offi cers were killed and 
nine were injured in July by 
gunman Micah Johnson. 

This attack came in the thick 
of  Black Lives Matter protests 
that engulfed the nation 
this summer after the police 
shootings of  Alton Sterling and 
Philando Castile. 

Johnson, a Black Lives 
Matter extremist who was upset 
about these and long list of  
other shootings, claimed that 
he “wanted to kill white people, 
especially white offi cers.” 

On top of  these deaths, we 
lost multiple incredibly talented 
people who each impacted the 
world in their own ways. January 
began with the deaths of  David 
Bowie and Alan Rickman, then 
domino effect came into action 
following with the death of  
Prince and Muhammad Ali. 

Although the bad do seem to 
outweigh the good, there have 
been some positives to come 
out of  this year. 

As mentioned before, the 
Cubs fi nally broke the Curse of  
the Billy Goat, which personally 
was one of  the best parts of  
the year for me. For Cleveland 
Cavaliers fans, they shared the 
same joy as I did, plus they 
came back from being down 

3-1 in the series too. Oh, and 
Leonardo DiCaprio fi nally won 
an Oscar. 

Along with very few other 
instances, what good has come 
out of  this year? 

Overall, is important that we 
all put this year behind us and 
look towards the future. I know 
for some the next four years 
sound scary and I totally agree 
with that, but we can try to 
make it better by being hopeful. 
As cliché as it is, there is always 
light at the end of  the tunnel 
and that may be something a lot 
of  us can look to. 

In early June of  2017, 
my classmates and I will be 
graduating from FC and 
entering this very world that 
many of  us are now fearful of. 
Each one of  us will be choosing 
our own paths and deciding 
how the rest of  our lives will be 
played out. 

There are destined to be low 
points in our lives, but what will 
defi ne my generation is how we 
handle these situations.

Now, more than ever in our 
lives, we must come together as 
one in order to see the change 
we wish to see. Even through 
all the present and inevitable 
hardships we face, do not stop 
having hope for the future, but 
most importantly, we must not 
give up on our beliefs. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said “We must accept fi nite 
disappointment, but never 
lose infi nite hope,” and that is 
exactly how we should all deal 
with this. 

By accepting the harsh truth 
that was 2016, we are now on 
the road to recovery. 

Finally, another deep breath. 
It will all be okay. 
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Deep breath, this year actually happened
Something Not 
About Hockey
Braden Schroeder Signifi cant events 

from 2016
Jan. 28
World Health 
Organization announces 
Zika Virus outbreak

    Feb. 7
Peyton Manning plays 
his last game in the 
NFL, wins Super Bowl 
50March 22

Terrorist att ack claimed 
by ISIS in Brussels, 
Belgium kills 32

    June 19
The Cleveland Cavaliers 
win their fi rst NBA 
Finals ChampionshipJune 23

The United Kingdom 
leaves the European 
Union

    June 28
ISIS claims terrorist 
att ack at Istanbul 
airport, killing 45July 21

Donald Trump accepts 
the Republican Party  
nomination for president

    Dec. 4
Army Corp of Engineers 
blocks the Dakota 
pipeline plan, causes it 
to be re-routed 

Source: OnThisDay.com

    July 28
Hillary Clinton accepts 
the Democratic 
Party  nomination for 
president

Sept. 9
North Korea successfully 
detonates their fi ft h 
nuclear warhead     Nov. 2

The Chicago Cubs win 
their fi rst World Series 
title in 108 years

Nov. 9
Donald Trump is elected 
45th of the United States


