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Twitter fails to forecast impending doom

To vote on if you think climate change is an issue or not, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com and participate in the poll.

By Unpopular 
Demand
Sean Henry

  New record high.
 It seems that almost daily 

we hear this said on the local 
news and we don’t really think 
a lot of  it, but it is the result of  
one of  the most pressing issues 
to our society -- climate change. 
It seems like this pressing 
issue was barely covered in the 
campaign cycle.

 Do you remember Ken 
Bone? That goofy looking 
guy with the red sweater from 
the presidential debate? Many 
people only remember what he 
looked like and what he was 
wearing, but do not remember 
his question. In fact, Bone 
asked about what the candidates 
planned to do to create clean 
energy and protect the jobs 
of  fossil fuel plants. In all the 

presidential debates there was a 
single question regarding energy 
policy, and it came from Mr. 
Bone. Not Lester Holt from 
NBC. Not Anderson Cooper 
from CNN. Certainly not Chris 
Wallace from FOX, who instead 
decided to spend the majority 
of  his time asking about fi scal 
policy. This may seem ridiculous 
that no moderator even took the 
time to ask a single question on 
the issue that will probably be 
the largest, and most pressing 
issue in the lifetime’s of  young 
people across the globe.

 According to NASA, the 
most carbon dioxide we have 
ever seen in the atmosphere in 
the last 400,000 years is about 
290 parts per million. Now 
in 2016, that number is at 400 
parts per million. So why do we 
keep hearing about the warmest 
day on record in the local news? 
Because it is. Twenty of  the 

warmest years on record have 
happened since 1981, and 10 
of  those have come in the last 
12. That is what climate change 
is, the increased carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere refl ects 
more heat making the Earth 
warmer. This is known as the 
Greenhouse Effect and it can 
get out of  hand as we’ve seen 
on the planet Venus.  

 Climate change, I would 
argue is the most important 
issue we currently have, as it 
is the only thing happening 
right now that could literally 
(yes literally) spell the end of  
human existence as we know 
it. It is happening right now 
and it is happening very quickly. 
Climate change is a fact, just as 
much as gravity and it needs to 
be addressed now. Twenty years 
ago was the time to start heavily 
investing clean energy, but now 
we may be too late. We really 

need to double down on our 
clean energy investments now, 
but we are not going to. For the 
next four years we will not, and 
that could be catastrophic for 
the future of  human civilization 
because a country has to take 
charge of  clean energy and it’s 
clear that nobody else is going 
to do it. 

The greed and lobbying 
of  the oil companies for the 
purpose of  making short term 
profi ts has halted progress, but 
we need to be above that and 
realize ensuring a future for our 
children is more important than 
money. We need to be able to 
look at the long term because as 
bad as our national debt seems 
it’s pretty arbitrary when you 
compare it to the end of  human 
civilization. 

As an individual not that 
much really. Recycling can 
help a little bit and if  it’s a 

possibility buying a fuel effi cient 
car can help as well, though 
they just delay the problem 
not really solve it. If  you are 
lucky enough to be in a strong 
fi nancial situation you may even 
be able to afford solar panels 
or a windmill for your house, 
but a very small percentage 
of  people are able to and they 
aren’t incredibly practical on an 
individual level. So here’s what 
we really can do -- vote.       

The next election cycle, vote 
for people who want to limit 
restrictions on clean energy use 
and call to invest more in clean 
energy. The best part is efforts 
to combat climate change can 
be made on the local, state, and 
national levels. It is crucial that 
we do this because as much as 
you may think the government 
needs to change it will be hard 
to “Make America Great Again” 
if  there is no America left. 
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