
Swim team works to compete at sectionals
Swimming and diving team prepares road to sectionals, along with training freshmen who are new to the process
Miranda Legg
Sports Editor

Senior Tanner Allen pre-
pares for practice as he warms 
up, making sure to put in extra 
effort to have a good relation-
ship with his teammates and 
reach his goals.

“This season our goal is to 
mainly just try to improve team 
camaraderie. Personally, though, 
I would say 100 backstroke, 
trying to lose a couple seconds 
on that. Mainly just teamwork 
though, trying to get everyone 
working together,” said Allen.

The swim team is excited to 
see how far they can go overall.

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing everyone on the team 
work extremely hard, and im-
prove their times drastically 
throughout the season. Also, 
being around this group of  
absolutely spectacular young 
adults, because the hardships we 
go through to succeed and the 
amazing support system that 
this team has for one another.,” 
said senior Jacob Mussell. 

In order to train for their sea-
son head swim coach Joe Per-
kins has a specifi c way he trains 

his athletes to better them. 
“When we train we go 

through cycles, three week build 
with a one week recovery. We 
break it down at the beginning 
of  the season and then we get 
into meet season which we are 
then competing twice a week 
basically. So we do a little less, 
a little bit faster. Then, we fi ne 
tune some stuff,” he said.

Along with Allen, his team-
mates looks to improve on their 
skills.

“I want to shave time off  my 
100 fl y this season. I also want 
to get a higher score at the dive 
meets,” said junior Rose Korte.

Seniors on the team want to 
have a well rounded season.

“The team has a good at-
mosphere, and there has been 
a lot of  great friendships made. 
I look to be a team leader and 
improve my strength, along 
with my swimming ability. As a 
senior I want to end on a high 
note,” said senior Gracie Hor-
vath.

The diving team also expects 
success with experience the 
team possesses.

“We haven’t done much yet 
this season, but Anya (Daven-

port) is the most experienced 
diver. She kind of  leads the 
group in skill, but we have a lot 
of  people who are very positive 
such as Rose. The guys are also 
always a good time, so it creates 
a good environment for the 
team to grow,” said diving coach 
Sean Piper.

Korte, who has a younger 
sister on the team, knows she 
has to be a positive infl uence to 
all her and the rest of  the team.

“I have to be a  role model to 
one of  my younger teammates, 
because she  is my sister. She 
looks up to me to try harder, 
everyday,” said Korte.

Being involved with young 
teammates to help them im-
prove  to the best of  their ability 
is important, according to Allen.

“I think I have a really good 
relationship with my team 
mates. These new freshman 
boys are coming in, and we’ve 

got a lot of  freshmen, so just 
try to do some outside of  swim-
ming with them,” said Allen.

With the postseason getting 
closer everyday, Perkins has is 
hopeful for a tournament run. 

“We’re a young team, but 
we should be very good. We’re 
looking for conference and 
sections titles in both ends,” 
he said. “Boys and the girls are 
hopefully scoring in state this 
year again.”

Breakfast and lunch served all day!

SENIOR TANNER ALlEN at the begining of practice with conference and sectionals in mind.  Sectionals begin at 
the Highland Hills Natatorium on Feb. 2.
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