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In 2016, there have been 
plenty of  noticeable releases 
of  all genres. The biggest hits 
have been chosen based on 
popularity on top 50 charts,  
and the popularity surrounding 
them.
Best Album: Blonde

Blonde is the second album 
by artist Frank Ocean. It was 
released on Aug. 20, 2016, and 
followed the Aug. 19 release of  
Ocean’s visual album Endless. 
The album’s release had a lot of  
anticipation, and Ocean almost 
teased his fans with fake release 
dates for over a year. The album 
features guest vocals from 
Beyoncé, Kendrick Lamar, and 
André 3000. Within the fi rst 
week of  release, Blonde became 
number one on the Billboard 
200. The songs on the album 
were collectively streamed more 
than 65.4 million times, second 
behind only the streams for 
Views by Drake during that 
week. In a year-end list by Time 
Magazine, Blonde was named 
the best album of  2016. Blonde 
is most known for it’s songs 
“Nikes” and “Nights.”

Best Song: One Dance
“One Dance” is by Canadian 

rapper Drake from his fourth 
studio album Views. It features 
vocals from artists Wizkid 
and Kyla. It reached number 
one in Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom and the United States, 
becoming Drake’s fi rst number-
one single in all 10 countries as 
the lead artist. It topped the UK 
Singles Chart for 15 consecutive 
weeks, making it the longest 
consecutive number one in the 
country. Billboard also named it 
the 2016 song of  the summer, 
and it became the most played 
song on Spotify with over 950 
million individual streams.
Best Movie: Finding Dory

Finding Dory is the sequel 
to Finding Nemo released on 
June 16, 2016.  It follows a fi sh 
named Dory who suffers from 
extreme memory loss. One 
thing she can remember though 
is that she was separated by 
her parents as a child. With her 
friends, Nemo and Marlin, they 
go on a journey with her to fi nd 
her family. The movie is voiced 
by many famous actors such as 

Ellen DeGeneres, Ty Burrell, 
Ed O’Neill, and many more. 
It’s the third-highest grossing 
Pixar release of  all time at $1.06 
billion.
Best Book: Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child

Fans have been waiting years 
for something new by the Harry 
Potter author, J.K. Rowling, and 
Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child was their answer. The play 
in book form was released in 
July to the public, and the play 
is currently running in England.

The book follows Harry’s 
middle child, Albus, as he 
uncovers hidden magic inside 
Hogwarts that could change 
the past. Albus wants his father 
to see him as a hero, and the 
story  travels through that rocky 
relationship. 

Best Game: Overwatch
Overwatch takes the player 

and allows them to choose from 
an assortment of  ‘Heroes,’ or 
characters that the player can 
choose from. Different team 
compositions can greatly help 
or hinder the team.

Selling 20 million copies only 
this year, it’s no surprise that 
Overwatch takes the cake as 
game of  the year.
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