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     In a few days Americans will 
be choosing a new president, 
and although most elections are 
about economics, international 
policy, and who has the fanciest 
tie, this election cycle the 
choice is far simpler. It’s not 
because only one candidate 
wears a tie, but because it 
comes down to a question we 
all answer everyday. 
     This year we do not vote 
on policy. We will vote on love 
and acceptance versus hate 
and fear. This probably seems 
silly, but it is true. Many of  
Donald Trump’s policies are 
based on hate, and that is scary. 
Therefore, people need be 
worried about it. We have seen 
so many times in history that 
hate forms fear, and that can 

only lead to injustice. 
     On Feb. 19, 1942 Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, one of  our most 
progressive presidents, declared 
that all Japanese-
Americans would be 
put into internment 
camps, and this is 
probably the best 
example of  what is 
going on right now. 
     People were afraid, 
and even the best of  
Americans thought 
that these innocent 
people could not be 
trusted and began 
to loathe them all out of  
fear. The result was 120,000 
innocent Americans being put 
in prison camps, all because 
of  their heritage. All because 
they looked different. 120,000 
people whose lives were 
uprooted, and forced out of  

their homes for no reason 
other than hate and fear. 
     This fear was misguided, 
and we know that in the same 

way that fear of  immigrants 
and other minorities is 
misguided now. Some say 
that we should not take in 
refugees from Syria and other 
war stricken countries. Trump 
and his supporters believe 
that some refugees may be 

terrorists, but what they do 
not know, or have chosen to 
ignore, is of  the over 700,000 
refugees we have taken in, 

none of  them have 
committed terrorist 
acts. Trump calls these 
people “illegals” and 
“aliens” and through 
fear mongering takes 
away their identity as 
people.      
    These people are 
the exact same as 
you and I, just trying 
to survive to see 
tomorrow and to give 

their children hope. We have 
become so afraid for our own 
safety that we forget about 
theirs. 
     So many times we see the 
wrong and injustice that hate 
and fear cause. We cannot let 
hate be our policy.

     “We hold these truths to 
be self  evident, that all men 
are created equal” -- this is 
the principle that this country 
is founded on, and that is 
why this is a country where 
everyone should be welcome. 
     We cannot tolerate this 
kind of  fear and hate. It 
does not work -- it never has, 
and it never will. Countries 
with policies based on hate 
have never succeeded, and 
realistically they cannot 
succeed. We have so many 
examples of  this throughout 
history. 
     As a country we must come 
together to fi ght back against 
the fear that has been spread.
     Those fi ghting for 
acceptance and equality are not 
being intolerant. Those who 
support Trump and his policies 
of  fear and hate are.    

“Those fi ghting for 
acceptance and equality  are 
not being intolerant. Those 
who support Trump and his 
policies of fear and hate are.

“

te are.te are.
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