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The piercing tick of  the 
metronome echoes from the 
parking lot all throughout the 
school grounds. Step after step, 
students follow the steady beat, 
recreating the moves that are 
ingrained in memory. Flags are 
tossed and the sound of  wind 
instruments match up to the 
underlying tick.

This October, the marching 
band participated in multiple 
competitions, all leading up to 
placing in state. 

“It is very fun to be able to 
go to the competitions, but it 
also demolishes your social life 
because we have band almost 
every weekend,” said freshman 
Abigaile Gillespie.

Like usual, the band chose a 
theme this year, this time called 
“Hidden.”

The band started out 
competing at the regional 
competition in Center Grove 
High School in Indianapolis 
and received ninth place out of  

12 competitors. The regionals 
determined whether they would  
make it to semi-state.

“Our performance at 
regionals was really great, we 
played well and were easily able 
to make it to semi-state,” added 
junior Moriah Striegel

The next competition was 
semi-state, which took place 
at Ben Davis High School in 
Indianapolis, where the band 
received twelfth place out of  
the 20 competitors. However, 
for the fi rst time in 10 years, the 
band did not make it to the state 
competition. 

“We are all defi nitely 
disappointed about not making 
it to state. The freshmen were 
not used to it because we have 
made it every year,” said junior 
Ashley Jones.

This was the fi rst year being 
placed in Class-A, which was 
determined by the size of  the 
schools participating.

“Not only were we going up 
against the biggest classes in 
the state, but also the country,” 
stated band director Harold 

Yankey.
This upcoming weekend, the 

band will compete at Bands of  
America (BOA) instead of  state. 
BOA is in Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis, where the state 
competition is also held. 

BOA is primarily a national 
showcase for bands, according 
to senior David Kuo, a member 
of  the pit percussion section. 

This year alone, band has 
won many awards, such as best 
auxiliary and best percussion, 
all of  which were awarded at 
the same competition in the  
Sound of  North Invitational  at 
Columbus North High School. 

Their previous competitions 
at state have been very 
successful, as they have placed 
tenth place or above for the past 
seven years.

For band members, though, 
the season is about more than 
just the competitions.

“I want to do band again next 
year because I love band,” said 
Jones. “I love being in it, with 
the competitions and playing. I 
just love everything about it.” FC BAND BRASS SECTION  practices their music at band practice on Oct. 25 

in preparation for Bands of America tomorrow. 

Kaitlyn Erdman/The Bagpiper

Band competitions this fall
ISSMA Regional Marching Band

Where: Center Grove High 
School, Indianapolis

When: Saturday, Oct. 15

Placement: 9 place out of 
12 competitors

ISSMA Semi-State Marching Band

Where: Ben Davis High 
School, Indianapolis

When: Saturday, Oct. 22

Placement: 12 place out of 
20 competitors

Bands of America Indianapolis

Where: Lucas Oil Stadium, 
Indianapolis

When: Today and Tomorrow

Placement: Follow 
@FCHSBagpiper on Twitt er 
for updates


