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The lightning bolt scar 
and black round glasses have 
gradually become a symbol of  
young adult literature. Fans 
everywhere lined the streets, 
waiting hours to grasp the new 
play that would continue the 
story they had adored for most 
of  their childhood and still do. 
Those words had not only taken 
their imagination to new levels, 
but it had also changed their 
entire lives. 

“The kids embraced Harry 
Potter, and they loved it. They 
didn’t care if  it was 456 pages. 
They read it anyway. When 
you start reading, it becomes 
addictive. People just can’t stop,” 
said Media Center Specialist 
Pamela Poe. 

On June 30, 1997, Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone was fi nally published in 
the United Kingdom. It had 
been a long journey for author 
J.K. Rowling due to the fact 
that her book had been rejected 
more than 10 times before being 
picked up by a publisher. 

“It’s so different. I think the 
publishers look at the market 
and the magical overtone, how 
deep it goes into the black 
magic world. Our society was 
more conservative, and some 
people were opposed to the 
books even being in school 
libraries. I personally had an 
administrator ask me how I felt 
about the books, and I said they 
were fabulous,” said Poe. 

As she sat on the delayed 
train between Manchester and 
London fi rst thinking of  a story 

of  an 11-year-old wizard who 
goes to magic school, Rowling 
probably did not expect her 
words to become what they 
have, though. She did not know 
that she would help screen write 
a ninth fi lm for the world she 
created. 

“Harry Potter became 
popular because it was an 
escape from the real world to 
the wizarding world. I love the 
characters, and the imagery 
makes you feel like you are 
actually in Hogwarts,” said 
senior Kendall Hoback. 

Rowling’s imagery and 
unique characters are only some 
of  the aspects that make her 
books so different from other 
young adult novels. 

“Everyone always assumes 
that the series is just about 
the magic and wand waving. 

However, the series also talks 
about the challenges of  growing 
up and the meaning of  family 
and friends,” said junior Logan 
McNeeley. 

Harry, Ron, and Hermione, 
or “The Golden Trio,” help 
many people relate to the story 
and to the characters. Rowling 
allows her readers to watch as 
they grow up, even if  it is in a 
world of  magic. 

“I relate to Ron because 
I have a lot of  siblings, and I 
often feel compared to them,” 
said sophomore Charlotte 
McFerran. 

Harry Potter does not only 
offer characters to relate to, but 
it also teaches important lessons 
to fans all around the world. 

McFerran recognized this 
aspect, and she explained Harry 
Potter taught her that no matter 

where you come from, you can 
accomplish great things.

 Rowling found a way to 
incorporate her own feelings 
into her writing, and a 
completely fi ctional world. 

“One of  my favorite parts 
in the books is in Prisoner of  
Askaban where the students 
have to face their fears and put 
a funny twist to it. We face our 
worst fears everyday and this 
taught me that things aren’t 
really scary if  you look at it in 
a different way,” said McNeeley. 

This may be why even though 
Rowling concluded the series in 
2007 with The Deathly Hallows, 
Harry Potter has remained a 
global sensation. The movies 
brought in $10,000,000,000, 
and a theme park opened in 
Orlando in 2010. 

“My favorite memory of  

THE WIZARDING WORLD OF HARRY POTTER allows fans to walk both the streets of Hogsmaede and Diagon Alley and visit the Hogwarts castle. 
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