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“A few of my favorite things”
Favorite Song: Could not pick one
Hometown: Louisville, KY
High school: Southwest Christian
Side Jobs/Activities: Playing piano for all of Highland 
Hills Middle Schools’ concerts

make sure things are perfected,” 
freshman Nolan Drake said. 

Even though music classes 
are still a challenge, they provide 
a much-needed break from the 
rest of  the day.

“Putting that in your school 
day can help you get through it,” 
Hampton said.

Her classroom is a relaxed, 
friendly atmosphere, which 
refl ects her own personality. 
One of  the ways she stays on 
top of  running a class is by 
electing student offi cers for 
different jobs. 

These elections start and 
end with funny posters and 
speeches, Hampton laughing 
along for the entirety. Creative 
classes with so many students 
often get messy, but more often 
than not, it is the good kind of  
messy.

Moore said that Hampton 
changed her life.

“She treats everyone fairly 
and with respect and gives 
everyone a chance if  they put 
the work in. She pays attention 
to you and gets to know you. 
She might laugh, but she’s not 
going to judge you. If  you need 
help, she will spell it out for 
you.”

 At the end of  that long, busy 
day in the choir room, when all 
the music has been put away and 
the chattering of  hundreds of  
voices out of  earshot, Hampton 
goes back to her quiet home life 
and husband in Louisville.

 She is tired, but energized in 
a different way -- something the 
fast pace or a cup of  morning 
coffee could not stir up. 

“It’s very rewarding, because 
we go out there and we give a 
performance, or we have a really 
good rehearsal, or things just 
come together,” said Hampton. 
“It’s very uplifting, and you can 
see where the hard work pays 
off.”

CHOIR TEACHER ANGELA HAMPTON directs and instructs her fi ft h-period Acapella choir class on Oct. 31.

Hampton had been a 
member of  FC staff, the support 
and work paid off  -- her choirs 
landed 7th place in the mixed 
choir division at ISSMA.

Hampton and her A-Cappella 
choir reached their peak in 2015, 
hitting fi rst place in the state, as 
if  it was not enough to have 
been a state fi nalist almost every 
year.

“It makes it a challenge to 
keep it at that level and to always 
be better than you were the day 
before,” Hampton said.

The sign that greets Old 
Vincennes Road states it 
perfectly: “Champions.”

Stone, who has known and 
worked with Hampton for over 
fi ve years, calls her a beast.

“She’s got perfect pitch, 
she can play anything you put 
in front of  her, [and] she’s an 
amazing vocal technician.”

That play-anything-you-
put-in-front-of-her ability is 
a quality that helps Hampton 
tremendously in the classroom 
with her women’s and 
men’s choirs. She has more 
opportunities for higher-level 
music that challenges her 
students because of  her hard 
work on the keys.

Hampton is defi nitely a force 
to be reckoned with, and is 
known as so with not only other 
teachers, but students as well. 

Senior Mikayla Moore’s 
eyes light up at the mention of  
Hampton’s class.

“I moved here as a 
sophomore and was into theatre, 
so the counselor suggested 
women’s choir. I was interested 
in singing so I agreed, and was 
hooked.”

When students sign up for 
choir, they immediately see that 
the class is unique. 

“She really cares about 
students and makes them want 
to do better. She really likes to 

Robert Wormley/The Bagpiper


