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 At the sound of  the bell, 
choir director Angela Hampton 
is rarely at the front of  the class.

 This constant racing around, 
business, and vitality, are what 
make the choir program at FC 
sing.

A teacher for over 20 years, 
music has always been what 
made Hampton’s own heart 
sing.

“Music is probably the 
number one thing in my life -- 
the driving force of  my life,” 
she said.

Everyone has that force, the 
passion that makes their fi re 

burn. For Hampton, it’s always 
been there. Her mother playing 
piano as a church musician, she 
grew up around all different 
kinds of  music.

Hampton continued on that 
path in college, but did not 
immediately gravitate towards 
teaching -- she once considered 
going solo with her talents.

“I have done some solo 
singing as well, but I enjoy the 
piano playing the most beyond 
what I’m doing in choirs,” she 
said. 

The piano playing she 
speaks of  is known to others as 
legendary.

“She’s crazy,” said Highland 
Hills Middle School choral and 

handbell director David Stone 
with a laugh. “I’ve never met 
anyone that has had the piano 
skills that she has.”

Hampton does not keep it 
inside. Her natural affi nity for 
the instrument is evident as 
her fi ngers twirl around up and 
down the keyboard in rehearsal, 
not only complimenting, but 
vitally supplementing the 50-or-
so voices and eyes following 
hers.

As she continued to be 
involved with music in college, 
the transition to teacher was 
natural.

She started at Scribner 
Middle School, where she 
taught for three years, gaining 

experience and unknowingly 
preparing herself  for the high 
note that would follow.

The next 22 years were spent 
creating a monster of  a program 
at FC.

Taking on a school of  this 
size and level was defi nitely 
challenging, but Hampton said 
that getting kids interested was 
easy.

“Kids typically chose to do 
it because they’ve already had 
experience in their life,” she 
said. “Fortunately, I don’t really 
have to work at getting people 
to take my classes.”

But with every easy thing 
comes something monumental. 

After her work at Scribner, 

Hampton began teaching and 
leading one of  the top choirs in 
the state.

She said that there are a lot 
of  factors involved in just how 
her choirs achieve their level of  
excellence. For instance, this 
area of  Indiana is very arts-
supportive.

“Our school system wants 
the arts to be really good, so 
they invest money in having 
complete, full programs like 
we do. Some schools don’t 
have that...the resources that 
we have, like good instruments, 
good technology, things like 
that. It’s a combination of  all 
those things,” she said.
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Hampton leads musically-driven students
Choir teacher of over 20 years, Angela Hampton lives daily life of demonstrating passion for music, teaching


