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not rise, but the community 
is not so convinced that their 
taxes will not be raised.

“I know the tax rate will 
not go up; however, some 
people’s property taxes may go 
up because this is above the tax 
caps, and I just think people 
need to be aware of  that for the 
taxpayers, the voters, to make a 
good decision, but they need to 
know the whole scenario,” said 
Gardenour.

This means that properties 
with a three percent tax assessed 
value, mostly farms and rental 
properties, will be charged 
outside of  the government tax 
limit, increasing their property 
taxes. However, all property 
values will increase.

“That increase in property 
value is the number one wealth 
builder in any family, but the 

increase in property value far 
outweighs what the cost of  a tax 
increase might be, if  there were 
one, and in this case there’s not 
one, this is tax [rate] neutral,” 
said Hines.

According to Green Valley 
principal Brian Kehrer, it would 
take many years to save up the 
87 million dollars, rather than 
obtaining the money needed to 
renovate the schools through 
next week’s referendum.  

“You can only take two 
million at a time on a general 
obligation bond that the school 
board can do without a vote,” 
said Kehrer. 

Because of  this limit, 
reconstruction would take a 
considerably longer amount of  
time. Each of  the three main 
projects, which are rebuilding 
Slate Run Elementary, Green 

Valley Elementary, and Prosser, 
are roughly 20 million dollars 
each. 

 “I think if  the referendum 
doesn’t pass, other projects 
that will need to occur at other 
schools, years down the road, 
will all get put off  for years,” 
said Hines.

With all of  the information 
clashing in facts for the 
referendum, the route of  the 
vote this year is very uncertain 
to members of  the community. 

“I think the corporation and 
the families for Floyd County 
have done a much better job 
of  getting the word out before 
we vote,” said Kehrer. “The 
promotion in general has been 
better. And through that, I 
believe we are defi nitely going 
to come out ahead and win this 
referendum.”

Q&A with Michele Day, Chairperson 
for Families of Floyd County 
Political Action Committee

Bagpiper: What is diff erent about the referendum 
this year than last year?

Michele Day: “Instead of being a tax reduction, 
it’s going to be tax rate neutral. And instead of 
having only fi ve projects, there’s going to be nine 
projects.”

BP: How will the referendum aff ect taxes?

MD:“There are 21 cents that are coming off  the tax 
rolls for the NAHS project that’s now paid.”

BP: Why do you believe the referendum did not 
pass last year?

MD:“I think there was low voter turnout and I think 
we needed to share more information.”

Slate Run
What’s Changing?

- New facility  built on 
current 12.5 acre site 

- Updated technology 
- Improved physical 

layout 
TOTAL COST: 

$22,360,000

Green Valley
What’s Changing? 

- New facility  built on 
15 acres 

- Improved building 
layout 

- More effi  cient use of 
space 

TOTAL COST:
$25,855,000

Prosser
What’s Changing?

- Additions to original 
facility  

- Safety , security , and 
technology updates

- Specifi c space 
created for 21st 
century trade

TOTAL COST:
 $27,250,000 

To vote on a poll about the referendum, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

Top three schools needing renovation from referendum
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