
Voters question referendum tax neutrality
Taxpayers debate potential benefi ts, disadvantages of new referendum to fund reconstruction of local schools
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Last year on May 5, a 
referendum for the NAFCS 
corporation was placed on 
the ballot, asking voters to 
give permission to the county 
to fund an 87 million dollar 
project.

The vote did not pass and is 
now being placed on the ballot 
for next week’s election. New 
Albany-Floyd County Board 
member DJ Hines said this 
may be caused by gaps of  time 
between school improvement 
projects. 

“As people who are interested 
will take note, there are bonds, 
tax amounts, that are falling 
off. This one in particular, was 
the bond that remodelled New 
Albany High School (NAHS). 
Past school boards and past 
administrations have done a 
really good job of  timing the 
need for school replacement or 
school improvement with 20- 
year cycles of  putting a bond on 
the taxpayers and then it falling 
off  after 20 years and there 
being another project to do,” 
said Hines.

The confusion introduces 
itself  when the issue of  bonds 
is brought into play. Twenty 
years ago a 21-cent bond was 

placed to improve NAHS. That 
bond is now wearing off. This 
referendum, if  passed, would 
supposedly replace that bond, 
keeping everything level since 
the NAHS project.

 “We’ll be able to drop off  
the 21 cents off  of  our school 
tax rate that would have been 
paying for the New Albany 
High School building project,” 
explained Slate Run Elementary 
principal Amy Niemeier.

This brings up a question 
of  why the majority of  the 
community voted against the 
referendum last year. Hines 
shared that he believes that there 
was not substantial action at the 
polls, but rather the people that 

came to vote were not in favor 
of  the referendum. 

“I don’t believe that the 
majority of  the community 
was against the referendum. 
I believe the majority of  the 
people that came out and voted 
were against it,” said Hines.

School board president 
Rebecca Gardenour views 
the lack of  “yes” votes as an 
effect of  previous school board 
history. 

“I think they were 
disappointed in the closing of  
schools and how the past board, 
from two years ago, how they 
spent money and the closing of  
the schools, so I think that had a 
big impact on why people voted 

no,” said Gardenour.
Some are concerned that the 

8.7 million dollar project costs 
more than it’s worth.

“It’s too expensive. It’s one 
of  the largest bond debts in 
recent memory. Especially 
considering most of  this 
work is not necessary. It will 
seriously impact the ability of  
the district to raise funds for 
actual needs, such as teachers’ 
raises, assistance, computers 
and books,” said Grassroot 
Concerned Citizen P.J. Moore. 

The main concern with 
the referendum is its effect on 
expenses and how they will be 
paid for. The school board is 
assuring voters that taxes will 
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