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The purpose of the Bagpiper 
is to truthfully report the 
news to our readers and 
to engage the audience in 
a variety  of platforms. We 
strive to be the main outlet 
in providing the meaning and 
signifi cance behind all news. 
Above all, we aim to uphold 
the ethical standards we 
see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .

Look at the message, not the method
On Aug. 26 the 

story broke that 
NFL quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick chose to sit 
during the national anthem 
before the 49ers preseason 
game in order to protest 
racial disenfranchisement in 
the U.S.

Ever since Kaepernick’s 
actions, the country has 
erupted into disagreement 
over the protest. 

Athletes across the 
nation, including some in  
high school, have begun to 
join Kaepernick and now 
protest the national anthem 
in some form. 

While some see these 
actions as disrespectful, 
there is an obvious reason to 

protest. It is clear that racism 
has never disappeared in 
this country. From unarmed 
citizens being shot by the 
police, to statements made 
by the current Republican 
presidential nominee, 
racism is everywhere. 

Protest is necessary, 
and just like during the 
Civil Rights movement 
in the 1950s and 60s, this 
is being conducted in a 
peaceful manner. Once 
again, though, protesters 
are being told that they 
should not protest even 
though what they are doing 
does not violate the First 
Amendment. 

The opposite side of  
the argument claims that 

the protest is ill-mannered 
towards men and women 
who have fought for our 
nation, which can be 
understood. However, those 
same men and women who 
put their lives on the line for 
the country also served to 
protect the rights that our 
country stands for. 

Overall, it needs to be 
acknowledged that this is 
peaceful protest. Whether 
it is well received or not 
is your own decision. 
Choosing to stand for the 
national anthem or not does 
not hurt anyone’s personal 
beliefs, as all Americans 
are entitled to their own 
opinions. 

As Martin Luther King, 

Jr. once said, “Our lives 
begin to end the day we 
become silent about things 
that matter.” 

Therefore, we must all 
strive to look at the overall 
message that Kaepernick’s 
protest is trying to put 
out, even if  his method is 
controversial. 

Yes, there is defi nitely 
a problem in the U.S., and 
something needs to be done 
about it. 

By putting more attention 
on the message of  the 
protest, and not worrying 
about the actions of  the 
individuals, maybe we can 
some day get to a point in 
this country where race is 
no longer an issue.


