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Valedictorian: imperative or unnecessary?   
Valedictorian purpose questioned when Greater Clark County  Schools debates on whether to continue the tradition

To vote on which side you agree with, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com and participate in the poll.

Imperative 
LaVonne Happel 

With graduation being right 
around the corner, seniors are 
trying to make their GPA’s as 
high as possible while also trying 
to improve their transcripts 
before college.  

In recent weeks, Greater 
Clark County Schools have 
been contemplating whether 
or not to continue having a 
valedictorian. Though many 
schools have opted to no longer 
continue having a valedictorian, 
I strongly believe in the 
importance of  this tradition.

Individuals should, without 
a doubt, be rewarded for their 
academic success. Competition 
is needed so that students work 
harder to achieve their goals.

In fact FC has not had a 
valedictorian in many decades, 
and instead has alternatively 
used the “Ms. and Mr. Floyd 
Central” titles, awarded based on academic achievement, contributions to the school, 
and character, and chosen by the Honors and Awards Committee. This is another 
possibility that Greater Clark is looking to integrate.

“Greater Clark graduates are achieving at very high levels, and we believe we 
can identify a system similar to New Albany-Floyd County Schools and West 
Clark Community Schools that honor high achieving students without using the 
valedictorian and salutatorian system,” said Greater Clark superintendent Dr. 
Andrew Melin. 

Even if  most schools eliminate having a valedictorian, they should still honor 
high achieving students. If  you no longer want to have a valedictorian, there will still 
be another title similar or something just alike, but with a different name. 

In the long run I believe that academic competition allows students to reach 
for their goals and can promote healthy relationships between people who work 
together to achieve their goals.   

It has been a trend in modern society to become hypersensitive; people do 
not want to feel left out. But the cold, hard truth is that some students achieve 
academically more than others. 

In the past couple of  weeks, 
Greater Clark County School 
Corporation has debated 
whether or not to continue 
having a valedictorian. I 
personally believe that having a 
valedictorian is unfair and adds 
unnecessary stress to students’ 
lives.

Although valedictorians 
served a purpose at one point 
or another, in today’s society, 
it’s unnecessary and irrelevant. 
It distracts students from the 
overall high school experience as 
well as creating added concerns 
relating to school work.  

In an article done by NBC 
News, the agency’s “Stress in 
America” survey found that 
30 percent of  teens reported 
feeling sad or depressed because 
of  stress, and 31 percent 
felt overwhelmed. Having 

to compete with other students to become top of  the class is just another added 
stressor that teens clearly do not need.  

In addition, the only serious recognition valedictorians get from it is a speech 
at graduation and a good word in colleges. According to Yorktown Education, 
most of  the time, when colleges look at a student they do not even look at being a 
valedictorian as much as they do the overall GPA. Colleges most of  the time see a 
valedictorian as a tradition more than an accomplishment. 

At times, it gets to the point where the students become obsessed with their grades 
and GPA numbers so much that they lose sight of  of  their emotional, spiritual and 
physical health. In a world concerned with grade-point averages and test scores, this 
is another added stressor to students’ lives.  Dr. Andrew Melin, the superintendent 
of  Greater Clark County Schools, said that this has created an unhealthy competition 
where students are taking courses or not taking courses simply to gain an advantage 
over their classmates.

I believe that having a valedictorian is completely unnecessary. It defeats the 
purpose of  all students graduating because it primarily focuses on one student for 
their abilities while all other students have great abilities as well. 

Mia Boutelle/The Bagpiper

Unnecessary
Megan Bratcher


