
Diffi  culties in parking lot causes concerns
Traffi  c problem in parking lot caused from both students as well as parents form issues that need to be addressed 

By Unpopular 
Demand
Sean Henry

It is no secret that the 
student parking lot is far from 
perfect. Getting into school in 
the morning can be a hassle, 
and leaving, especially from the 
student lot, can be a nightmare. 

Much of  this situation is 
fairly unavoidable, as we have 
over 1700 students and faculty 
and staff  who have to get into 
school via one of  two entrances, 
either into the student parking 
lot or from the back of  the 
school where parents are 
supposed to drop students off.

 To a degree it is just going 
to be bad traffi c because of  
circumstance; however, we 
could all do a lot better to 
facilitate traffi c, and one of  
the main perpetrators are the 
parents. 

When discussing this prob-
lem with principal Rob Will-
man, he told me of  a parent 
who made his child get out on 
Old Vincennes Road and walk 
through the parking lot because 
he got tired of  waiting in line. 
Though as funny as that is and 

obviously not a common occur-
rence, it does highlight some of  
the actions parents will take in 
their impatience. 

The most common 
occurrence is parents dropping 
off  children in the student 
parking lot. It makes it harder for 
students that are actually paying 
to use the lot to get into lanes 
to park. This daily occurrence 
is made even more exciting by 
the scowls students receive as 
we walk in front of  their cars, 
stealing precious seconds from 
their oh-so-busy lives. Other 
issues involve people cutting in 
lines and just generally driving 
with poor etiquette, which can 
harm traffi c fl ow. 

Another perpetrator of  
causing traffi c issues is us, the 
students. We especially have 
terrible walking habits in the 
parking lot, the worst of  which 
is walking straight down the 
rows into oncoming traffi c, 
which obviously does not help 
anybody. The more quickly that-
people can get to their parking 
spots the less traffi c we have to 
deal with, so staying to the sides 
of  the rows when walking in 
can help immensely.  

The administration has 
worked hard to try to limit traf-
fi c issues coming into and exit-
ing school, but there are only so 
many staff  members to keep a 
watchful eye on the 1700 stu-
dents coming to school every-
day.

The plan that I recommend 
is to divert those parents who 
come in through the Edwards-
ville Galena entrance to drop 
off  students in the morning 
through the band parking lot 
instead. The obvious problem 
with this plan is the week of  
enduring traffi c issues from par-
ents and students alike trying to 
adjust to a new system. 

In the meantime, the best 
way we can make the parking 
lot an easier place to navigate is 
by practicing good etiquette, do 
not make it a point to cut people 
off, and proceed to the correct 
place. If  your parent drops you 
off  at the athletic entrance, en-
courage them to drop you off  at 
the student entrance, as it makes 
life much easier for everyone 
else. And lastly, parents -- don’t 
drop your kids off  in the mid-
dle of  the road; that’s the worst 
thing to do.
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