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New political clubs educate student body  
Republican, Democratic groups form to help prepare new voters for upcoming presidential election this November 
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On Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
sophomore Kate Meldrum 
stands in front of  a group of  
around 10 teenagers to discuss 
potential projects for the FC 
Republican Club. 

On Mondays, senior Lucas 
Willman does the same for the 
FC Democrats. 

Willman said he and senior 
Haley Palmer developed the 
idea for the FC Democrats.

“We thought that we don’t 
have anything in the school that 
fi t our views in a really kind of  

conservative area.”
While the FC Democrats 

have been around since 2014, 
the FC Republican Club was 
founded this year when students 
approached health teacher 
Summers Montgomery to 
sponsor the group. 

“Kate Meldrum wanted to 
start the club. She felt it was 
important to the school, and 
to the Republicans running 
for political positions,” said 
sophomore Rex Robinson, a 
member of  the FC Republicans. 

Montgomery said the club 
has planned out various activities 
and volunteer oportunities to 
do during and after the election 
ends.

“We have talked community 
service. That’s with the VFW 
and the American Legion with 
the veteran aspects, and then 
also may do some Blessings in 
a Backpack,” said Montgomery. 

Many opportunities to help 
out in the local community 
have been offered through the 
various political meetings held 
by each group this year.

“I think this club offers more 
than just talking about politics. It 
also offers very good volunteer 
opportunities and information,” 
said Meldrum.

The FC Democrats set 
up tables in the spine earlier 
this week to promote voter 
registration among students, 

according to senior Grace 
Reising, treasurer of  the FC 
Democrats.

Just by their actions, during 
this new election year many 
students that are too young to 
vote can be just as effective in 
the polls as the people that can 
vote.

“I think that this is the fi rst 
year that many people can vote, 
and we need to just spread 
awareness instead of  just voting 
for the one candidate you see,” 
said Reising.

According to Willman, there 
is more involvement when 
an election year rolls around,  
and students realize their vote 
can make a difference on the 

outcomes of  the candidates. 
“People get a lot more 

involved in politics with election 
years. I think they suddenly care 
a lot more about what’s going 
on because they realize they can 
change something when they 
can vote,” said Willman. 

Social studies teacher Gage 
Brogan said involvement is 
important in politics, and 
changes can improve society.

“I think one of  the goals is 
to get people involved and have 
a better understanding of  the 
progressive changes that we 
could make the society, to make 
the country better off  now, in 
the short term, and in the long 
term.”
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