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actions can lead to more 
dialogue and discussion and 
maybe help,” said Clark. 

Informing students helps 
them know the effects of  
what they say and do on 
school property, and also what 
privileges they may or may not 
have.

“Students have a 
constitutionally-protected right 
to engage in acts of  symbolic 
political speech, even on school 
grounds during class time, so 
long as they do so without 
substantially disrupting school 
activities,” said LoMonte. 

The school strives to protect 
the rights of  students, but they 
do not promise a student would 
not be subject to criticism.

“We don’t need to agree with 

them, and that doesn’t mean 
that that person is going to be 
free of  any sort of  criticism 
because that comes along with 
it,” said Willman.

A student has the legal right 
to respond to the Pledge of  
Allegiance in any way he or she 
chooses, as long as it does not 
distract from the class period.

“It’s okay for people to have 
a choice as whether or not they 
want to stand during the Pledge, 
but if  they are choosing not to 
stand, that they should still be 
respectful,” said Sowder.

The reaction received from 
students who support standing 
during the Pledge most often is 
connected with the military.

“Just think about all the 
people who are over there 

fi ghting for your freedom, 
who don’t even know you, and 
they make sacrifi ces everyday 
for you,” said junior Raegan 
Caufi eld.

Any student that infringes 
upon the constitutional right of  
another student to take part of  
or not take part of  the Pledge 
is denying his or her right to 
participate in their belief. School 
administrations prevent those 
chances of  personal refl ection 
to be taken away by protecting 
the rights of  students. 

“Once you start taking away 
symbols that have importance, 
there’s nothing that stands as 
tall or as proud as that symbol 
you have taken away,” said NA-
FC school board member Jan 
Anderson. 

Should students stand during 
the Pledge of Allegiance? 

76.5%
Yes

17.5%
No 

6%
undecided 

Aug. 14 & 20
Colin Kaepernick sits 
during the national 
anthem, but it goes 
unnoticed

    Aug. 26
A photo is tweeted of 
Kaepernick’s protest, 
and the story picks up 
steam. Sept. 1

Teammate Eric Reid and 
Seatt le Seahawk Jeremy 
Lane join the protest     Sept. 4

U.S. soccer player 
Megan Rapinoe kneels 
before a National 
Women’s Soccer League 
game 

Sept. 11
Members of the Kansas 
City  Chiefs and Seatt le 
Seahawks link arms 
during the national 
anthem

    Sept. 12
Kaepernick and Reid 
continue their protest, 
Robert Quinn and 
Kenny Britt  of the LA 
Rams raise their fi sts 
during the anthem

Sept. 15
Orange County  School 
District in Florida requires 
students to get parental 
permission to protest the 
national anthem     Sept. 16

Entire Garfi eld High 
School football and 
coaching staff  kneel

Sept. 20
Members of the Desoto 
High School volleyball 
team kneel

    Sept. 21
All players on the Indy 
Fever kneel together

Source: Circa.com

Timeline of national 
anthem protest

To read a Q&A with Senior Chief Mike Beal, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com

Two-hundred 
students were 
surveyed 
throughout 
the school day. 


