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Recent peaceful protests 
by professional and collegiate 
athletes raise questions 
regarding how citizens balance 
their First Amendment speech 
rights with their patriotism.

This was sparked after San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick decided to 
kneel during the national anthem 
to protest racial oppression in 
the country. 

“He’s taking a knee during 
the national anthem to make a 
statement for the Black Lives 
Matter movement. He’s using 
his liberty to get his opinion 
out,” said social studies teacher 
Suzanne Moss.

According to freshman 
counselor Emily Sowder, there 
is a certain way national tradition 
and personal beliefs clash, which 
changes how society expresses 
opposing views. 

“Our society is constantly 
trying to evolve. I could see 
how, of  standing traditions, that 
people are wanting to change. 
A lot of  people aren’t going 
to agree with that, so it’s going 
to create a lot of  tension and 
controversy,” said Sowder.

Like the national anthem, 
the Pledge of  Allegiance is a 
tradition in schools that students 
recite every day.  

On Aug. 30, principal Rob 
Willman clarifi ed to the student 
body that it was not required for 
students to stand for the Pledge 
of  Allegiance as long as they 
were respectful of  others and 
did not cause a disturbance. 

“If  you’re sitting down for a 
particular reason, whether it be a 
religious belief  or an ideological 
difference or a reason, I think 
that’s fi ne, but if  you’re just 

sitting down because you don’t 
want to stand up, you probably 
need to stand,” said Willman.

This, however, is not the fi rst 
time people have questioned the 
Pledge. The same occurrence 
was brought up in a court case 
over 50 years ago. 

“The U.S. Supreme Court 
decided in a 1943 case, West 
Virginia Board of  Education v. 
Barnette, that a student cannot 
be punished for refusing to 
salute the fl ag during the Pledge 
of  Allegiance, because the 
First Amendment protects the 
right to opt out of  pledging,” 
said executive director of  the 
Student Press Law Center Frank 
D. LoMonte. 

Diverse religious beliefs in 
schools can sometimes pose 
problems for the way a school 
must react to a particular rule 
or student right. However, as 
assistant principal Jeff  Cerqueira 
pointed out, that does not seem 
to cause any issues at FC.

“We don’t have a lot of  
diversity here at this school, 
but schools in Louisville or 
Indianapolis have a diverse 
population of  students, so they 
bring in much larger religious 
beliefs. We at FC don’t always 
have that diversity that brings in 
all these different beliefs,” said 
Cerqueira.

Different beliefs can cause 
disagreement among students, 
although there have been no 
incidents so far at FC. School 
counselor Mark Clark explains 
that the main reason a problem 
would arise in the school is if  
a person intentionally draws 
attention themselves or tries to 
distract from the practices of  
others.

“Things clash when people 
do things to bring attention 
to themselves based on what 
they’re doing or how they’re 
reacting, in some cases, some 
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ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH MARK MCKAY, SENIOR KARL HOUSER, and SOPHOMORE CAMERON HODGE look at the 
fl ag during the national anthem at the football game against Columbus East on last Friday. 

Students’ First 
Amendment rights 
reassured despite recent 
disagreements 


