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Creativity within schools 
has been gaining more 

attention in recent years. With 
clubs, artwork, and projects, a 
multitude of  students have been 
able to express their creative 
side. However, even with this 
concentration on individuality, 
many students continue to 
feel squashed beneath the 
curriculum. 

“They tell you you can be 
creative, so you be creative, 
and then when you’re done 
they change the whole rule. 
They change the rule book and 
say, ‘no, no that’s wrong. Go 
back and do it my way’,” said 
sophomore Raye Perry. 

From a high school student’s 
point of  view, such a statement 
may seem reasonable and 

commonplace. But if  one were 
to ask either a student or staff  
member from an elementary or 
middle school, they would most 
likely disagree. 

At Virginia Chance School 
in Louisville, creative freedom 
is not something that time is 
set aside for; it’s an everyday 
occurrence. 

“I don’t believe it is about 
time for creative thinking, but 
instead is about fi lling all time 
with creative thinking,” said 
head of  the school Debbie 
Houston. 

Houston described the 
learning style that’s carried out 
at Virginia Chance School and 
why it’s so effective.

“Students here have a voice 
in their learning. They get to 
make choices and decisions 
about what and how they want 
to pursue various aspects of  
their learning, and then they are 

responsible for that learning,” 
said Houston.

As students transition 
from elementary school to 
middle school, these vast 
opportunities to learn and 
discover independently begin 
to decrease. However, elective 
classes offered at Highland 
Hills Middle School still try to 
offer a variety of  student-based 
projects and class topics. 

“Most of  the projects 
are open to their own 
interpretations.  They may 
complete them as they see fi t,” 
said Highland Hills art teacher 
Leslie Shell. 

In a high school setting, 
allowing space for creative 
independence can be diffi cult to 
work around set standards in the 
curriculum. As grade levels rise, 
requirements become stricter 
and it can be more diffi cult 
for teachers to work projects 

that require 
c r e a t i v e 
thinking into 
their everyday 
class time. 

“ M a n y 
s u b j e c t s 
aren’t able to 
allow as much 
creativity, as 

they have different criteria to 
follow,” said Shell. 

Psychology teacher Katrina 
Uhl sided with Shell, mentioning 
the rigorous schedules for the 
AP and IB teachers and students 
alike. 

“Especially with AP, the 
curriculum is so strict that 
sometimes it’s hard to give them 
all the choices and still have the 
ability to cover material,” said 
Uhl. 

Shell believes that students 
in her class have many 
opportunities to express 
themselves through their work. 
She strives to create space 
for every student’s individual 
interpretation of  a project.

In many high schools, 
students may feel rushed 
throughout their day, due dates 
and  assignments looming over 
them without any free time in 
between to decompress.

“Well, yeah, I feel rushed. 
We have six minutes to this 
class, six minutes to that class. 
They only give you 50 minutes 
to understand it and then give 
you all this extra work to do,” 
said Perry. 

Students are not the only 
ones who feel this way. Teachers 
are given a set of  standards that 

must be taught in preparation 
for tests later on in the year, 
which results in a rushed period 
of  time.

“We are so pressed to cover 
so much material to make sure 
that kids do well on the test. It’s 
more about the material taught 
and not worrying too much 
about the creativity along the 
way,” said Uhl. 

So how might a teacher or 
staff  member remedy this? 

“What if  teachers asked 
themselves, ‘How can I 
facilitate, guide and support my 
learners and challenge them to 
grow beyond a test question?’,” 
said Houston.

Uhl agreed, saying that we 
must fi nd a balance between 
what’s necessary to teach and 
what students want to learn. 

There are plenty of  benefi ts 
that result from early learning 
in a creative environment, the 
most prominent benefi t being   
industrious young adults.

“I say, ‘let freedom ring’ 
and know it may be messy to 
get where you want and need 
to be,” said Houston. “But it 
is a wonderful, critical process 
that results in better thinkers, 
citizens, workers, innovators, 
and people.”
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SENIOR CHLOE ANDREWS glazes a mug in Theresa Applegate’s second-period ceramics I-II class 
on Sept. 22. 
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