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Dots spin around the loading 
screen, and then Netfl ix appears 
with endless titles to choose. 
From comedies to romantic 
movies and TV shows, the 
choices are endless. After a long 
day, coming home and watching  
a favorite show can be the most 
relaxing.

“I always watch Netfl ix 
whenever I can fi nd free time 
after school,” said sophomore 
Theodore Hansen.

As of  2015, most individuals 
use some type of  on-demand 
media streaming service when 
it comes to streaming favorite 
movies or TV shows.

“Other services than Netfl ix 
seem more expensive, so my 
uncle just has an account 
my whole family uses,” said 
sophomore Maggie Oliver.

 Individuals like Oliver 
assume Netfl ix is the cheapest 
choice, but Hulu Plus and 
Amazon Prime are almost the 
same price. Each is only roughly 
$8 a month, which is only 
about 10 percent of  the average 
person’s cable bill. 

Streaming networks are 
becoming more popular than 
watching TV on cable. Research 
shows people only watch 14 
channels on average, proving 
that an individual pays more 
money for cable rather than 
the $8 a month for a streaming 
network. 

“I feel like it’s worth the price 
because there are a lot of  really 
good quality shows to choose 
from,” said Oliver. 

All of  these services provide 
a huge amount of  on-demand 
content at a low cost. Even 
though Netfl ix is by far the 
most popular service according 
to students, Amazon Prime is 
catching up in terms of  quality. 

Prime comes with free 

two day shipping, access 
to Amazon’s streaming 
music service, Prime Photos 
(unlimited photo storage), and 
allows sharing accounts with 
friends and family. With the 
Prime plan, it offers more than 
Netfl ix and Hulu. 

Videos can now be 
downloaded to iOS and 
Android devices to watch on 
the go, which is something no 
other service provides. Amazon 
is $99 a year (which is $8.25 a 
month but the full amount must 
be paid upfront). 

Netfl ix prices vary based on 
the plan chosen, but the basic 
plan costs $8, and it doesn’t 
offer streaming on multiple 
devices or HD streaming. Hulu 
Plus is also $8, and $12 for the 
commercial free option.

 Hulu doesn’t allow streaming  
on multiple devices at once. All 
three are offered on a lot of  
streaming devices, but Netfl ix 
is the easiest to use on Blu-Ray 
players, DVRs, and TVs. 

“I have had all three for 
about three years. I think that 
Netfl ix is better because I prefer 
their format of  the program,” 
said senior Avery Wohlleb.

Netfl ix has original content  
shows like “Orange is the New 
Black,” “House of  Cards,” 
“Arrested Development” and 
“Hemlock Grove,” which make 
the service stand out. Hulu 
has some original content, but 
it doesn’t hold up to Netfl ix. 
Prime doesn’t has some original 
content, and it also has a large 
amount of  older HBO series, 
giving it a huge advantage 
compared to Netfl ix and Hulu.

 “It’s actually pretty cheap 
for what you get. There are a lot 
of  movies and TV shows, but 
some of  the originals by Netfl ix 
are more interesting than the 
normal shows they have,” said 
Hansen. 

In addition to original 

content, Netfl ix also provides 
full seasons of  TV shows a 
short time after they stopped 
airing on TV. Estimates say 
Netfl ix has around 25,000 titles, 
and it adds content on a daily 
basis. 

“I prefer Netfl ix because it’s 
convenient TV. It’s defi nitely 
worth the money. I’ve used it 
for over two years now,” said 
sophomore Cameron Sturgeon.

 Meanwhile, Hulu’s biggest 
strength is bringing current 
seasons of  shows online, less 
than days after airing on TV. 

“I have both Netfl ix and 
Amazon Prime. I don’t use 
Hulu because it isn’t in the 
media as much as Netfl ix or 
Amazon Prime, and I’ve heard 
bad reviews from people who 
have gotten free trials of  it,” 
said Sturgeon. 

Amazon Prime doesn’t 
have as much content, but it is 
constantly growing. Amazon is 
estimated to have over 5,000.    
  “These programs are great 
substitutes for DVDs and they 
are all in one convenient place, 
plus you can even watch TV 
shows on top of  that,” said 
Wohlleb.

Opportunities arise for video streaming
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Mia Boutelle
A&E Assistant Editor

Wasting time watching epi-
sode after episode, season after 
season, and series after series 
has not been considered too 
unusual recently. With stream-
ing services such as Netfl ix, epi-
sodes of  fan favorite shows are 
available to all subscribed to the 
service.

The term ‘binge watching’ 
has been lovingly dubbed by 
many who watch a lot of  a series 
in just one sitting, whether it 
be the same show, or different 
shows and movies, binge 
watching can be a pretty broad 
term. With many new additions 
to Netfl ix, there is never going 
to be a dull moment watching 

old reruns on channels that no 
one really cares about anymore.

Surprisingly “Orange is the 
New Black” while Netfl ix’s 
most well known original series, 
isn’t the only good one. 

I spent a good amount of  
time pouring my attention into 
“Bojack Horseman,” an adult 
comedy that follows the life of  
a (literal) horse man who used 
to star in a “Full House”-esque 
show where he raised three kids. 

While a hit in the 90s, it 
shows his decline in success as 
an alcoholic movie star that des-
perately wants his fame back. 

At times, the humor can be 
downright stupid, but can also 
have some clever references and 
heartfelt moments, something I 
defi nitely did not expect with a 
show about an alcoholic talking 

horse. Defi nitely a good comedy 
in my book, with three seasons, 
I’m pretty excited to fi nish what 
little I have left of  it.

Alternatively, television’s ac-
claimed “The Walking Dead” is 
also available on Netfl ix. Based 
on the comic books by Rob-
ert Kirkman, it follows a cop 
waking up from a coma after 
the zombie apocalypse hits. He 
searches for his family as him 
and many others do their best 
to survive. 

When I fi rst started watching 
it, it was about two seasons in, 
so I had to catch up on it. The 
best way to do so was Netfl ix, so 
needless to say, I binge watched 
the fi rst two seasons before the 
third came out. It has almost 
seven seasons now, with the new 
season coming up in October, 

now is the best time to catch up 
on a fan favorite show.

Those looking for the sweet 
sense of  nostalgia, “Pokémon 
Indigo League” is still available. 
The very fi rst episodes of  the 
Pokémon television series can 
be seen by those who want to 
live their childhood over again. 
With the original characters 
Ash, Misty, and Brock, it really 
brings back a childhood feel for 
those who watched it when it 
came out, or even grew up with 
Pokémon.

With its recent release it’d 
be impossible to mention, 
“Stranger Things,” a story 
following some strange kids in 
a strange town, with the 80s 
vibe only seeming to exemplify 
the mystery and horror of  it 
all. Taking place in Hawkins 

Indiana, it starts with 12- 
year-old Will mysteriously 
disappearing, and his mother 
Joyce looking for him. While the 
police are also working on their 
own investigation, Will’s friends 
fi nd a strange girl who claims 
to know the location of  Joyce’s 
missing son. Government 
conspiracies and dire situations 
make “Stranger Things” an 
interestingly spooky series that 
has been pretty hyped up by 
fans. 

Netfl ix has a lot to offer, 
and these are only a select few. 
choose from. Different genres 
for different people, the selc-
tion is almost infi nite. Even if  
a personal favorite isn’t quite on 
there, there is always going to be 
something for someone.

Pricing: $8
Commercials: 

none
Titles: 25,000
Licensing: CBS, 
NBC, ABC, FOX, 

Starz, BBC, Sony, 
Dreamworks

Pricing: $8
Commercials: 

limited
Titles: 10,000
Licensing: Fox, 
NBC, Disney, 

MTV 

Pricing: $8.25 a 
month

Commercials: 
none

Titles: 5,000
Licensing: HBO, 

and other 
original movies 

and shows
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