
Friday, Sept. 2, 2016 Page 5NEWS

The spread and evolution of the Zika virus from 1947 to present day
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To read an interview from the Indiana State Epidemiologist, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

teacher Randy Hein.
The ISDH is currently trying 

to quiet all worries by informing 
local communities about ways 
to prevent mosquito breeding 
and infected bites.

Bass explained that as 
mosquitoes tend to reproduce 
in moist places, it’s best to 
avoid keeping water in an open, 
outdoor area. It is recommended 
by health departments to cut 
holes in the bottom of  your 
trash can so that rainwater does 
not accumulate. 

The health department is 
recommending that cities take 
precautions to reduce their local 
mosquito population. 

Sellersburg has begun 
to send  trucks armed with 
mosquito repellent to drive 
around the city and hose the 

area with insecticide, killing off  
as many adult mosquitoes as 
possible to help diminish the 
high population. 

“Townhomes and homes 
with little space between lots 
mean that mosquitoes can breed 
at a neighbor’s home and affect 
your property,” said Brandon 
Vish, marketing director of  the 
Mosquito Squad of  Louisville.

Professionals recommend 
that citizens care for the areas 
around their homes and try and 
prevent mosquito breeding.

If  the mosquito population 
gets out of  hand, the ISDH will 
be issuing ways to prevent bites 
and infection.

Hein recommended wearing 
deete, a chemical mosquito 
repellent. However, he also 
advised caution while using it.

“Some people don’t want to 
put deete on their skin, because 
it is a strong chemical.”

According to Bass, although 
there is no way to positively 
know when Zika will hit this 
area, it is crucial that state 
residents do everything possible 
to help lower the mosquito 
population.

The consensus among 
professionals and the students,  
is that Zika is a genuine threat 
that could affect them. 

“It’s an issue that I believe 
should be talked about more, as 
with other easily transmutable 
viruses and diseases,” said 
sophomore Sophia Lynch. “I, 
like many, know little of  the 
harmful Zika virus, which could 
seriously become a problem 
with how close it is to home.”

Tips to preventing 
the Zika virus

Checking 
travel notices  

Practice 
abstinence 
or safe sex  

Research 
your local 

mosquitoes

Use bug 
repellent 

Wear long 
sleeves 

and pants  
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