
Friday, Sept. 2, 2016Page 4 NEWS

Indiana prepares for Zika virus outbreak
Indiana State Health Department is awarded $3.6 million by CDC for mosquito control in Southern Indiana regions
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In the spring of  2013, a Zika 
virus outbreak began to infect 
Brazil. Originally contained in 
Brazil, it slowly spread outward, 
hitch-hiking from country to 
country in the bloodstream of  
tourists, until it eventually found 
its way to the U.S.

The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
states the Zika virus is a disease 
spread primarily through 
infected mosquitoes, although it 
can also be sexually transmitted 
from one person to another. 

While the symptoms of  Zika 
are not particularly severe, and 
patients often mistake it for a 
short fl u, or even fail to realize 
that they are sick at all, the main 
concern is its effect on unborn 
fetuses.

If  contracted during 
development, Zika could result 
in microcephaly, a birth defect 
characterized by a lack of  
brain growth, culminating in 
an infant born with an 
abnormally small head. 
Microcephaly can cause 
seizures, developmental 
and sensory disabilities 
such as blindness, loss 
of  hearing, and, in 
extreme cases, death.

There are only two 
types of  mosquitoes 
that spread the virus, 
only one, Aedes 
aegypti, can be found 
in the United States. 
Currently, they are only 
testing positive in Florida.

“Individuals that tested pos-
itive for Zika had traveled,” said 
Floyd County Health Depart-
ment (FCHD) administrator 
Charlotte Bass. However, it is 
uncertain how long it will be un-

til mosquitoes in this area begin 
to spread the virus. 

According to a press 
release from the Indiana State 
Department of  Health (ISDH) 

on April 9, the state has been 
given $3.6 million dollars by the 
CDC over the next fi ve years. 

“The funds are being used 
to investigate illnesses, conduct 
mosquito surveillance and 
laboratory testing, support 

mosquito control and public 
health preparedness efforts and 
increase awareness of  the Zika 
virus.”

  Bass explained how the 
New Albany area 
will be receiving a 
high percentage of  
the money due to 
the conditions of  the 
Ohio River; the wet 
and muggy location is 
an excellent breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. 
However, the health 
department is saying 
that it’s impossible to 
know how long it will 
take for Zika to infect 
the mosquitoes in 

Indiana.
To monitor the spread of  the 

Zika virus, mosquitoes are being 
trapped across the state by the 
ISDH. The traps use a mixture 
of  yeast and alpaca pellets to 
attract female mosquitoes, 

according to  FCHD 
environmental supervisor Julia 
Hayes. Once the they approach 
the lure, they are vacuumed up 
into a storage net. 

Hayes said after a fair 
number of  mosquitoes are 
collected, they are shipped to a 
state testing facility run by the 
ISDH. 

As of  now, no mosquitoes 
in this area have tested positive 
for Zika, although the state is 
preparing for infection.

Many Indiana residents are 
concerned about the threat of  
the virus.

 “I’m just afraid it’s going 
to get in the community,” said 
sophomore Haley Owen.

This same worry extends to 
teachers at FC as well.

“We’re often times scared of  
lions, tigers, and bears, but it’s 
the invisible microbes that really 
cause a threat to the human 
population,” said biology 
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