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New assistant principal joins school staff  
Former Jeff erson County  educator Jody Johnson hopes to focus on classroom engagement, support teachers
Hannah Clere
Assistant News Reporter 
Megan Bratcher 
News Reporter

New assistant principal Jody 
Johnson walks the hallways, 
constantly thinking of  ways she 
can impact student lives. Al-
though she said her schedule is 
often chaotic, she fi nds her new 
adjustments refreshing.

“I will say that there is a lot 
less chaos than what I’m used 
to,” said Johnson. 

Johnson joined the New Al-
bany-Floyd County school sys-
tem this year after teaching in 
the Jefferson County, Kentucky 
school system for the past 14 
years. 

“I live here in Floyds Knobs, 
and my kids go to school in New 

Albany-Floyd County,” 
said Johnson. 

She was one of  many 
applicants for the job 
vacancy that became 
available when Rob 
Willman was promoted 
from assistant principal 
to principal last spring.

“We had about 30 
applicants for that, and 
then we interviewed 
either 10 or 11 people, and then 
we called in four. We called in 
four for a second interview and 
then chose from there,” said 
Willman.

Johnson mentioned that 
when she received a call notify-
ing her that she would be fi lling 
the position for assistant princi-
pal, she became extremely eager 
and excited. 

“Honestly, I jumped up and 
down and started screaming. I 
was the only one home at my 
house.”

Johnson said she had been 
interested in other positions in 
the NA-FC school corporation 
in the past. However, she is now 
positioned in a job that seems to 
suit her personality. 

Johnson said her goal is to 
build teacher and student re-

lationships and help 
everyone in the school 
communicate.

“That’s where my 
passion is, is to work 
with teachers and to 
work with students 
to make sure that stu-
dents are getting the 
best from their teacher 
and that their teacher is 
doing the best job and 

helping them to develop,” said 
Johnson.

Understanding the rela-
tionship between students and 
teachers helps to improve class-
room engagement. It is this 
engagement and support that 
Johnson hopes to foster among 
faculty and staff. 

“I know that she is very 
nice and very supportive of  

our teachers and students,” 
said freshman counselor Emily 
Sowder.

Johnson attended IU South-
east and received her bachelor’s 
degree in secondary education 
social studies, a master’s degree 
in secondary education social 
studies, and a principal’s license. 

So far, this is proving to be 
true: Johnson received profes-
sional training at IUS and then 
began teaching at age 22. She 
began in the JCPS system and 
remained there until this year.

“My program at IUS was 
fantastic in giving me real world 
examples and real world assign-
ments that I was able to do in 
my job with Jefferson County 
that I feel prepared me for a 
leadership role like an assistant 
principal,” she said.

To read fun facts about Jody Johnson, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL JODY JOHNSON discusses her job and her life outside of school. Johnson was hired as a new administrator this summer.
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